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W HOLE PROCEEDINGS 


WY THE LA&ATS 


| CONTESTED: ELECTION, 


7 oF THE - 
CITY OF BRISTOL; 


Ed 


N CRUGER, BUR K E, 
- CLARE, & BRICKDALE: 


- Which began on Aides: October 9th, 1774; and was 
carried on for Twenty-three Days, with unremit- 
ting Ardour on all Sides. | 


f # | Me * 
a This Narrative contains 


The Pimatel and ſpirited Speeches, on the Occaſion, = the 
Patriotic Members, Cavcrr and Burke; © 


To which will be added, for the Information of the Public, (to 

| make the Whole as intelligible as poſſible) The Petition of 

4 =. BRICKDaLE, of the City of Briſol; as well as that of 
5 * the City; together with the Names of the Petitioners:—— 
A The Learned Speeches of the Council, before the Com- 

= mittee of the Houſe of Commons ; ;——Examination of Wit- 

neſſes; Mr. CRU GE R's Speech in the Houſe of 
Commons, on AMERICAN Arralks; Speech of the 
Right Honourable JOHN WILXK ES, Eſq; Lord 
e of the City of London, on Wedneſday, February 


the 2249, for expunging from the Journals the Reſolution | 
of the 17th February, 1769. : 


4 
— —— ——— Mnmno—nm — 


Enbelliied with an Eaꝑęraving of that juſtly celebrated PATRIOT, 
EDMUND BURKE, EI; 


— PPP —— = 
* 5 * 


LOND ON; 


Printed by J. BROwR E, Wardrobe Court, Doctors Commons z 
| And Sold by W. Pixz, in Br1sTOL, 


 Frice ONE SHILLING.]. 
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DEDICATION. 


25 the b InDEPENDEN T, and WORTHY 
ELECTORS f the CITY of BRISTOL, 


GENTLEMEN, 


H E Noble Struggle you made on a late. Oc- 
caſion, in the Glorious Cauſe of True Liberty, 


EN 7s of the greateſt Moment to this Country, and de- 
ſerves our higheſt, Praiſe : Your unſullied and una- 


dulterated Principles have put you in Poſſeſſion of 
what is infinitely ly preferable to the tranſient Honours 
of a Day; and for which your Names will be dear 
"and venerable to Knut Ages. 


Hail thoſe Patriots on whoſe Tongue 
: Perſuaſion in the Senate hung, 
4 Whit 1 At the A Cauſe maintain d. 


CHURCHILL, 


1 


—>» 
Here let thoſe 1 reign, whom penſions can excite, _ 
Ta make a Patriot black, a Courtier white 
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OF THE LATE 
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11. BURKE $ SPEECH, on debe Kine a 
CANDIDATE for the City of BRISTOL, | 


1 & * come kicker to ſolicit in perſon, that favor which my 
friends have hitherto endeavoured to procure for me, by the. 


L have fo high an opinion of the great truſt which you have 
to confer on this occaſion, and by long experience, ſo juſt a 
diffidence in my abilities, to fill it in a manner adequate even to 
my own ideas, that I never ſhould have ventured of myſelf to in- 
trude into that awful fituation. But fince 1 am called upon by - 
the defire of ſeveral reſpectadle fellow-ſubje&s, as 1 . done 
at other times, I give up my fears to their wiſhes. Wbatever 
my other deficiencies may be, I do not know what 1t is to-be 
wanting to my friends. — 

I am not fond of attempting to raiſe publie expectation by 
great promiſes. At this time, there is much cauſe to conſider, 
and very lit:le to preſume, We ſeem to be approaching to a 
great criſis in our affairs, which calls for the whole wiſdom of 
the wiſeſt among us, without being able to aſſure ourſelves, 
that 15 wildom can kahlen us from many and great incon- 

VVV 1 veniencies. 
8 ; 


[L 41 


- veniencies. You know I ſpeak of our unhappy conteſt with 


America. I confeſs it is a matter on which I look down as 
from a precipice. It is difficult in itſelf, and it is rendered 


more intricate, by a great variety of plans of conduct. I do 


not mean to enter into them. I will not ſuſpe& a want of good 
intention in ſraming them. But however pure the inventions 
of their authors may have been, we all know that the event 

been unfortunate. The means of recovering our affairs 


are not obvious. So many great queſtions of commerce, of 
finance, of conſtitution, and of policy, are involved in this 


American deliberation, that I dare engage for nothing, but 
that I ſhall give it, without any predilection to former opinions, 
or any ſineſter bias whatſoever, the moſt honeſt and impartial 
conſidefations of which I am capable. The public has a full 


right to it, and this great city, a main pillar in the commer- 
cial intereſt of Great-Britain, muſt totter on its baſe by the. 


lighteſt miſtake with regard to our American meaſures. 
Thus much, however, I think it not amiſs to lay hefore you. 


That I am not, I hope, apt to take up ar lay down my opind- 


ons lightly. I have held, and ever all maintain, to the beſt 


of my power, unimpaired and undiminifhed, the juſt, wiſe, > 
and neceſſary conſtitutional ſuperiority of Great-Britain. This. 


is neceſſary for America, as well as for us, I never mean to 


depart from it. Whatever may be loſt by it, I avow it. The 
- forfeiture even of your favor, if by ſuch a declaration I could 


forfeit it, though the firſt object of my ambition, never will 
make me diſguiſe my ſentiments on this ſubject. DET 1 an 


But, —I have ever had a clear opinion, and have ever held a 
. conſtant correſpondent conduct, that, this ſuperiorty is conſiſt- 
ent with all the liberties a ſober and ſpirited American ought 


to deſire: I never mean to put any colonift, or any human 
creature, in a fituation not becoming a freeman. To recon-- 
cile Britiſh ſoperiority with American liberty, ſhall be my great 
object, as far as my little faculties can extend. I am far from 


thinking that both, even yet, may not be preſerved. 


When I firſt devoted myſelf to the public ſervice, I conſf- 


dered how I ſhould render myſelf fit for it; and this I did by 
endeavoring to diſcover what it was that gave this country the 
rank it holds in the: world, I found that our proſperity and 


dignity aroſe principally, if not ſolely, from two ſources, our 
conſtitution and commerce. Both theſe I have ſpared no ſtudy | 
to underſtand, and no endeavor to ſupport, © 
The diſtinguiſhing part of our conſtitution is nn N 
ans: 3 | Preierve 


= FS 
„ 


py # * ' 
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preſerve that liberty inviolate, ſeems. the particular. duty and 
e truſt of a Member of the Houſe of Commons. But the 


ſleady government, as in its ſubſtance and vital principle.” 


When I was invited by many reſpectable merchants, free- 
bauoolders, and freemen of this city, to offer them my ſervices, 1 
had juſt received the honor of an election at another place, at 
à very great diſtance from this. I immediately opened then 
matter to thoſe of my worthy conſtituents Who were with me, 


be awake, as I have. been in coming to offer, myſelf a candi- 
rer.... rad Ste; it 


CE © 


liberty, the only liberty I mean; is a liberty collected with or- 


der; that not only exiſts along with order and virtue, but 


which cannot exiſt at all without them, Itinheres jn good and 
IST * 


The other ſource of our power is commerce, of Which yo 


are fo large a part, and which cannot exiſt; no more than 


your liberty, without a connection with many virtues. It has 


ever been a very particular and a very favorite object of my 
ſtndy in its principles, and in its details. I think many here 
dre acquainted- with the truth of what I ſay. --Fhis I know, 
that I have ever had my houſe open, and my poor ſervices rea- 
dy for traders and manufacturers of every denomination, M 
favorite ambitidn is to have thoſe ſervices acknowledged. I 


now appear before you to make trial, whether my earneſt en- 
deavors have been ſo wholly oppreſſed by the weakneſs of my 


abilities, as to be rendered inſignificant in the eyes of a great. 


trading city; or whether you chuſe to give a Weight to humble 


abilities, for the ſake of the honeſt exertions with which they 
are accompanied. This is my trial to day. My- induſtry is 
not on trial, Of my induſtry. I am ſure, as far as my conſti- 


tution.of mind and body admitted. 1 


and they unanimouſly. adviſed me not to decline it. They told 


me that they had elected me with a view to the public ſervire: 


and as great queſtions relative to our commerce and colones 


were imminent, that in ſuch, matters I might derive. authotity - 


and ſupport from the repreſentation of this great and commer- 
cial city; they deſired me to ſet off without delay, very well 
perſuaded that I never could forget my obligations to them, or 
to my friends, for the choice they had made of me. From that 


time to this inftant I have not ſlept; and if I ſhould have thed 


honor of being freely choſen by you, I hope I ſhall be as far 
from ſlumberag or ſleeping, when your ſervice requires me to 


* 
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This ſtrong conteſt (the greateſt ever known there) began on 
"2:72; 2 * 2p | 4 , 


. 
Friday 


— 


— — ———„ . — w— * ————— ͥ : ES — 


1 

Friday'the gth of O2ober, and continued till the d of Nowerrs 
Ger following, being 23 days, and on caſting up the poll, the 

day following, the Sheriffs declared the numbers to be for +. 

Mr. Cruger 3565, Mr. Burke 2707, Brickdale 2456, L. C. 2837 | 

whereupon Mr. Erager and Mr. Burke were declared duly e- 

elected, and returned acccordingly; upon which Mr. Cruger 

addreſſed the Freemen in the following ſpirited SPEECH. _ _ 


. 4 % 
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© GENTLEMEN as FELLOW-CITIZENS : 


% a4: 4 <5, (HICOHID i TI IDF $425 49 ; . . 
E high honor you have done me, by electing me 
I one of your repreſentatives in the enſuing parliament, 
demands every poſſible return of perſonal Gratitude and public 
Fidelity. 3.2); 9D e 0674 1 
A am at a loſs for words to declare, as forcibly as 1 could 
with, the De ſenſe I feel of the dignity this day confirmed 
to me. My acknowledgments, though fimple and unadorneds; = 
are as warm and SINCERE, as though conveyed in the moſt - | 
refined expreſſions the moſt cultivated genius could ſuggeſt. 
| What I have to ſay will be genuine, and from my heart,. 
a2 heart that this moment overfiows with gratitude, for the 
|| dJiftinguiſhing marks of your regard and approbation, ſo ge- 
| neroufly manifeſted to its Poſſeffor. F477 5 2 
% The unparelleled and reſpectable Ma jORIT I in my Favor, 
does honor to the principles of the inperENDENT CITIZENS 
or BRISs TOI. | You have ſet a mot noble Example of Inde- 
pendency to every eleftor in Great-Britain, Indulge me in 
roclaiming to the whole world what you have done. You” 
'F ve, in ſpite of every effort to deter you from your virtu- 
| ous purpole, gloriouſly Jared to cleft a man your reprefent- 
ative in the grand council of the nation, whoſe higheſt title 
is that of MzKenant'; and whoſe greateſt boaſt is that of 
being an He's | | 


HoxesT Mn. a i arts s c 
lt is ur glory, gentlemen, to ſay, I have in this long 
Cionteſted election been as uninfluenced às unſupported by great. 1. 
|| amen; ſo let it be your pride, O Fradeſmen ! to promulge, 


7 


- 7 


= 


that You too have been uncontreuled and unbiaſſed by them. 
| will ever remaif 'FEEE and inDeranDaENTs . __ - 
14 | | : 

M \ 2 
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0 Gentlemen, permit me, at this favourable opportunity, 
to pay a little attention to a topic that has-occa oned much 
altercation and uneafineſs in this city: I mean the LzGaLs 

ITY and ProPrIEeTyY of the people's inffruding their repre - 
ſentatives in parliament, It has ever been my opinion that. 

the electors have a right to i»ffru2 their members. For my 

part, I ſhall always think it my duty in parliament to be, 
uided by your councils and inſtructions.—I ſhall conſider my- 
elf the ſervant of my conſtituents, not their maſter,—Subſery-, 

Zent to their will, not ſuperior to it. — And let me add, I hold 

myſelf accountable to yeu for every action of my life which re- 

1 the public. By vous upright judgment I deſire to ſtand, 

. | 4. | p | | 
<« It may be expected, gentlemen, that I ſhould ſay a few. 

words on the melancholy ſubject of American affairs. I will: 

They ſhall be few, but explicit. As far Fellow-Cittzens, as 

the impulſe of my power can be felt, it ſhall be exerted to 

HEAL and CONCILIATE the unhappy differences now ſubſiſt- 
ing, not to FOMENT them. I conſider the Commercial Intereſt 
of England and her Colonies, as one and the fame ; they ate 
reciprocal, and perfectly coincident. God and nature, and 


4 


ſound policy have linked them together in the ſtrongeſt bands, _ 


*. 


of Amity, mutual Intereft, and Safety ; the man that divides. | 


them, has either a weak head or a bad heart. 

will intrude no longer on your patience,” than to affure* 
you, I will carry to my grave the moſt ardent ſentiments of af. 
fection and reſpe& for my worthy friends of Briſtol: And that” 
F ſhall (with unſhaken integrity) perſevere to the laſt moments 
of my life, in every effort to promote the cauſe of Liberih, and 


to render effential benefits to the Trade and Commerce of this 


oppulent and fouriſhing City.” * 


. 
. 


* as — "HF 1 


f a 
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Mr. BURKE's Speech on his being declared duly Elefted one 
of, the Repreſentatives in Parliament for the City of Briſſol. 
GENTLEMEN, | | 1 43 


* 


| 1 Cannot avoid ſympathiſing ſtrongly with the feelings of the 
gentleman who has received the ſame honor that you have 
confered on me, If he, who was bred, and paſy'd his'whole* 
life amongſt you; if he, who through the eaſy gradations of 
| acquaintance, . frieadſhip, and eſteem, has obtained the honor, 
F Fa. MY | '2 which 


T's 


| 
9 
| 


which ſeems of itſelf, naturally and almoſſ inſenſibly, to meet 
with thoſe, who by the even tenour of pleaſing manners and 


. ſocial virtues, ſlide into the love and confidence of their fellow 


Citizens ;—if he cannot ſpeak but with great emotion on this 
ſubject, ſurrounded as he is on all ſides with his old friends, 
you will have the goodneſs to excuſe me, if my real, unaffeg-, 
ed embarraſſment prevents me from expreſſing my gratitude to 
you as I ought, 44 eps hn ha 


I was brought hither under the diſadvantage of being un- 


known, even by ſight, to any of you. No previous canvas 
was made for me. I was put in nomination after the poll 


5 


ich i 1 be unna- 
judicature which is to try ſuch queſtions. It would be unna- 
tural in me, to doubt the juſtice of that court, in che trial Pex 


1 N 
E | 
| ob ar Li 0c 
my own cauſe, to which I have been ſo active to give jurildics 
tion over every other. 1 Fi: a to1 a wb 
l aſſure the worthy freemen, and this corporation, that, if 
the gentlemen perſeveres in his intentions. which his preſent 
warmth dictates to him, I will attend their cauſe with dili- 
gence, and I hope with effect. For, if I know any thing of 
myſelf, it is not my own intereſt in it, but my full conviction, 
that induces me to tell you :hink there is not a ſhadow of 
doubt in the caſt. . 5 f | a * 5 1 ; | 
I do not imagine that you find me raſh in declaring myſelf, | 
or very forward in troubling you. From the beginning to the 
end of the election, I have kept ſilence. in all matters of dif 
1 cuſſion, I have never aſked a queſtion. of a voter on the other 
ſide, or ſupported a doubtful vote on my own. I reſpeRed the 
a Abilities of my managers; I relied on the candour of the Court. 
I think the worthy Sheriffs will bear me witneſs, that I have 
never once made an attempt to impoſe upon their reaſon, to 
ſurpriſe their juſtice, or to ruffle their temper. I ſtood on the 
Haſtings (except when I gave my thanks to thoſe who favored. 
14 me with their votes) leſs like a candidate, then an, uncon» 
cerned ſpeQator of a public proceeding. But here the face of 
things is altered. Here is an attempt for a general maſſucre of 
 fuffrages ; an attempt by a promiſcuous carnage of friends and 
. it's to exterminate above two thouſand vote:,; including eve 
undred polled for the gentleman him/elf, aulo now complains, and 
who would deftroy the friends whom he has obtained, only be» 
"7 £9 Cauſe he cannot obtain as many as he wiſhes. er ng uh 
How he will be permitted, in another place, to ſtultify and 
and diſable himſelf, and to plead againſt his own acts, is another 
queſtion. The law will decide it. I ſhall only ſpeak of it as it 
concerns the propriety of public conduct in this city. I don't 
pretend to lay down rules of decorum for other gentlemen. 
They are beſt judges of the mode of proceeding that will rb 
commend them to the favor of their fellow- citizens. But. 
confeſs, I ſhould look rather awkward, if I had been the weary 
firft to produce the new copies of freedom, if I had perſiſted in pro- 
ducing them to the laſt ; if I had ranſacked, with the moſt uns 
remitting induſtry, and the moſt penetrating; reſeareh, the ire, 
moteſt corners of the kingdom to diſcover them; If I were then. 
all at once, to turn-ſhort, and declare, that I had been-ſports 
. Ing all this while with the right. of election; and that I. had 
deen drawing out a poll, * no ſort of rational grounds, 
which diſturbed the peace of my fellow-citizens for a wn 
7 | . a together. 


"x 


* 
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together. I really, for my part, ſhould appear awkward un- 


der ſuch circumſtances. | 
It would be ftill more awkward in me, if I were gravely to 


if to look the Sheriffs in the face, and to tell them, they were 


mot to determine my cauſe on my own principles: nor make the 
return upon thoſe votes, upon which I had reſted my election. 
Such would be my appearance to the Court and Magiſtrates. 
But how ſhould I appear to the Yoers themſelves? if I had 
gone round to the citizens intitled- to freedom, and ſqueeſed 
them by the hand- Sir, I humbly beg your vote—T ſhall be 
* eternally thankful—may I hope for the honor of your ſap- 
port? — Well! —-come—we ſhall ſee you at the council- 
houſe. If I were then to deliver them to my managers, pack 


2 them into tallies, vote them off in court, and when I heard 


from the bar—* Such a one only! and ſuch a one for ever 


AI he's wy man P.—* Thank you, good Sir — Hah! my worthy 
| di 


friend i thank you kindly—that's an honeſt fellow how is 
your good family ?—Whilſt theſe words were hardly out of 
my mouth, if I ſhould have wheeled round at once, and told 
them Get you gone, you pack of worthleſs fellows ! you 
have no votes—you are uſurpers! you are intruders on the 
© right; of real freemen ! I will have nothing to do with you! 
yo ought never to have been produced at this election, and 
the Sheriffs ought not to have admitted you. | 
Gentlemen, I ſhould make a ſtrange figure, if my conduct 
had been of this ſort. I am not ſo old an acquaintance as the 
worthy Gentleman. Indeed I could not have ventured on ſuch. 
kind of freedoms with you. But I am bound, and [I will en- 
deavour to have juſtice done to the rights of freemen ; even 
then though I ſhould, at the ſame time, be obliged to vindicate 
the former part of my Antagoniſt's conduct againſt his own 
Preſent inclinations. . i 
owe myſelf, in all things, to all the freemen of this city. 
My particular friends have a demand on me, that I ſhonld not 
deceive their expectations. Never was cauſe or man ſupported 


wich more conſtancy, more activity; more ſpirit. I have been 


| i | their country àt large; and rot for themſelves; 


fupported with a zeal indeed and heartineſs in my friends, 
which (if their object had been at all proportionable to their 
endeavors) could never be ſufficiently commended. They ſup- 
ported me upon the moſt liberal principles. They wiſhed that 
the members for Briſtol ſhould be choſen for the city, and for 
3io far they are not diſappointed. If I poſſeſs nothing elle, I 


— RP 1 
* 1 32 e 
l _———— 


t 3 1 


am ſure 1 pbſieſs.the temper that i 3s fit gende ſervice. I kndw 
nothing of Briſtol, but by the favours I have received, and * 
virtues I have ſeen exerted in it. 

I ſhall ever retain, what I now feel, the moſt perfect and. 
grateful attachment to my friends—and I have no enmities$ 
no reſentments. I never can conſider fidelity to engagements, 
and conſtancy in friendſhips, but with the higheſt approbation; 
even when thoſe noble qualities are employed againſt my own 
pretenſions. The Gentleman, who is not ſo-fortunate as I 
pi been in this conteſt, enjoys, in this reſpect, a conſolation 
full of honour boch to himſelf and to his friends. They have 

certainly left nothing undone for his ſervice. 

2 As for the trifling petulance, which the rage of party irs 
up in little minds, thot it ſhould ſhew itſelf even in this court, 
it has not made the lighteſt impreſſion on me. The higheſt 
flight of ſuch clamorous birds is winged in an interior region of 
the air. We hear them, and we look upon them, juſt as you, 
Gentlemen, when you enjoy the ſerene air on your loſty, rocks, 


look down upon the Gulls, that ſkim the mud of your * 9 


when 1 it is exauſted of it's tide. 


I am ſorry I cannot conclude, without faying a word on a 
topic touched upon by my worthy colleague. I wiſh that topic ' 
had been paſſed by; at a time when we have ſo little leiſure 
to diſcuſs it. But ſince he has thought proper to thow it out, 
9 75. you a clear pee, of my poor ſentiments on the 
Ile tells you, that * the topic of inſtruQtions has n 
* much altercation and uneaſineſs in this City ; * and he ex- 
preſſes himſelf (if I underſtood him rightly) i in favor of 1 
coercive authority of ſuch inſtructions. 


. Gentlemen, it ** to be the happigeſs and 


— 


— 


K 
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* The aſap e in Mr. Cruger's ſpeech, W by Mr. Burke, 
is this: pe, me, at this — opportunity, to pay a little at- 
tention to a topic that has occaſioned much altercation and uneaſineſs in 


this city: I mean the Legality and Propriety of the peoplès inſtrutting * 
their repreſentatives in parliamens. It has ever been my opinion that - 
_ the eleftors have a right to inſtruct their members. ; OR my part I fhalt 


always think it my ay 7 in parliament to be guided by your councils and 
inſtruction.—I 


the maſter —— fubl 


confider myſelf the 5 of my conflituents, not 
ſervient to their will, not ſuperior to it. And let me 


ee to you for every action of my Ys evhich 


A so 


E 


Fiery of a Repreſentative to live: in the: ftrickeg vhion; the 
_ cloſeſt correſpondence, and the moſt unreſerved communication 


with his conſtituents, Their wiſhes ought to have great wei, 


with him; their opinions high reſpect; their buſineſs untemit- 


ted attention. It is his duty to ſacrifice his repoſe, his plea- 
ſure, his ſatisfactions to theirs; and above àll, ever, and in all 
caſes, to prefer their intereſt to his own. But his unbiaſſed 
Opinion, his mature judgment, his enlightened conſcience, 
he ought not to ſacrifice to you; to any man, or to any ſet of 

men living. Theſe he does not derive from your pleaſure; no, 
nor from the. law and the conſtitution. They are a truſt from 
providence, for the abuſe of which he is deeply anſwerable. 
Vour repreſentative owes you, not his induſtry only, but his 


Judgment; and he betrays, inſtead of ſerving you, if he ſaeri- 


ices it to your opinion. 


* 


„ 


My worthy colleague Lays, bis Will ought to be ſubſervient 


to your's. If that be all, the thing is innocent. If government 
be a matter of Will upon any ſide, your's, without queſtion, 


Hught to be ſuperior. But government and legiſlation are 


ſtitnents is a _ 


of our conſtitution. 


Matters of reaſon and judgment, and not of inclination: and, 
What fort of reaſon is that, in which the determination pre- 
cedes the diſcuſſion; in which one ſet of men deliberate and 
another decide; and where thoſe who form the concluſion are 
perhaps three hundred miles diſtant from thoſe who hear the 
To deliver an opinion is the right af all men; that of con- 
Gay and reſpectable opinion, which a repre- 

ſentative ought always rejoice to hear; and which he ovght 
always moſt feriouſly to conſider. But authoritative inſtructi- 


ons, Mandates iſſued, which the member is bound blindly and 


Implicitly to obey, to vate, and to argue for, though contrary 
to the cleareſt conviction of his judgment and conſcience; theſe 
are things utterly unknown to the laws of this land, and which 
ariſe from a fundamental miſtake of the whole order and tenor 


* * 


Parliament is not a Congreſi of ambaſſadors from different 


and hoſtile intereſis; which intereſts each muſt maintain, as an 
agent and advocate agaiuſt other agents and advocates; but 
parliament is a deliberative aſſembly of one nation, with ane 
; e that of the whole; where not local purpoſes, not local 
"prejudices ought to guide, but the general good, reſulting from 
the general reaſon of the whole. You chuſe a member indeed, 


but when you have choſen him, he is not a membs ef _ 


4 
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Inability, and I wiffi for ſupport from every qua 
ticular I ſhall aim at the friendſhip, and ſhall cultivate the eſt 
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but. he is: 4 member of. parliament. If the local -conſigupnt 
chould have an intereſt, or ſhould form an haſty opinion, evie 
| dently oppoſite to the real good of the reſt of the community, 


ber for that place ought to be as far, d as any.othery 


e mem LY - 
denn any endeavor to give it effect. I beg pardon for ſaying ſa 


much on this ſubject. I have been unwillingly drawn into it: 
bug I ſhall ever uſe. 4 reſpectſul frankneſa af communication 
with you. Vour faithful friend, your devoted ſervant, I ſhall be 
> the end of my life. A flatterer you do not wiſh for. On 
is point of inſtructions, however, I think it ſcarcely poſſible, 
we ever can have any fort of difference. Perha | 
you too much rather than too little trguble, * ES 
From the firſt hour I was encouraged to court your favor to 


this happy day of obtaining ir, Ihave never promiſed you any. | 


ng, but humble and perſevering endeayours to do my duty. 
he weight of that duty, I coufeſs, makes me tremble; and 
whoever well conſiders what it is, of all things in the world, 
will fly from what has the leaſt likeneſs to a poſitive and preci« 
itate engagement. To be a good member of parliament is, 
let me tell you, no eaſy taſk; eſpecially at this time, when 


there is ſo ſtrong a diſpoſition to run into the perilous extremes 


of ſeryile compliance, or wild — To unite circum- 

econ with. vigour is abſolutely neceſſary; but it is extreme - 
ly difficult. We are now members for a rich commercial city; 
this city, however, is but a part of a rich commercial nation, 
the intereſts of which are various, multiform, and intricate; 
We are members for that great nation, which, however, is it- 


felf but part of a great empire, extended by our virtue and 


fortune to the fartheſt limits of the Eaſt and of the Weſt. All 
theſe wide-fpread intereſts muſt be conſidered; muſt be com- 
pared ; muſt be reconciled if poſſible.” We are members for a 
Free country, and ſurely we all know, that the machine of a 
free conſtitution is no ſimple: thing; but as intricate and as 
delicate as it is valuable. We are members in a great and 
ancient mozarchy; and we muſt preſerve moſt religiouſly the 
true legal rights of the Sovereign, which form the key-ſtone, 
that binds together the noble and well-conſtruaed arch of our 


empire and our eonſtitution. A conſtitution made up of balan- 


ced powers mult ever be a critical thing. As ſuch I mean to 
touch the part of it which concerns within my REY I know my 
er. In par- 


rorteſpondence of the warthysicolleague you have given me. 
© 2 Gy 


aps I may give 


18 h B: I trouble | 
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I trouble you no farther than once more to thank you all? 


you, Gentlemen, for your favours ; the Candidates for their 


temperate and polite behaviour; and the Sheriffs, for a con- 
duct which may give a model for all who are in public 


ſtations. „ 
4 


— 


* 


To the Gentlemen, Clergy, Freebolders, and Freemen of the 


City f BREST OL, . 
GENTLEMEN,. 
1 5 H E Poll being now finally cloſed, and this Tong and 


1 tedious Conteſt brought to its firſt ſtage of deciſion, per- 
mit me to expreſs the gratitude of my heart, for the diſinter- 


eſtedneſs, the ftrenous and active ſupport with which my friends 


have honor'd me. | * | 
The Numbers declared by the Sheriffs upon their poll ſhake 
not my determinations, and J am in conſequence thereof, not 


| || -+ Iefs reſolved to ſeek by appeal the deciſions of an higher 
| . | Juriſdition, upon the admiſſibility of candidates and the le- 


gality of votes, than I was to count the majority of numbers. 

Upon what grounds voters, never receiv'd in this City be- 
fore, have been by the Sheriffs deem'd legal, is not mine to 
examine; this, with other queſtions alike important to the 
law of Parliament, ſhall now be carried to a ſuperior tribunal; 


a tribunal; which 1 glory to have concurr'd in eſtabliſhing, and 
which, if J do not vainly prophecy, is a ſafer guard againſt 


venality and corruption, a ſurer palladium to the liberties of 
this nation, than the promiſes of modern patriots will readily 


afford you: I can only therefore at preſent wiſh, that my na- 


tive city may gather ſweeter and richer fruits, from the ſervices 
of any future repreſentatives, whom you may call to ſuch ſta- 


tion; fully confident, however, that T am now conftituttonal- 


ly ſummon'd to this Honor, I can only thank my friends for 


the honorable teſtimony they have borne to my paſt conduct by 


their recent — 1 and until I can ſee others legally veſted 
with the ſame truſt, I take the liberty to ſubſeribe myſelf 
* 18 Sentie men, your faithful and devoted Servant, 

i 
Marr BRIOKDALE? 
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To the Honourable the Commons of Great-Britain, i Farli. 
c £ 7 | | ; LULL ©2555-2426. 
47:27 


_ 


The humble PETITION of MAT EE W 


err 41 | has * 
© > Sherwweth, | | 5 155 2 


T HAT on the, 7th day of October now laſt paſt, an left 4 

tion of Citizens to ſerve in this preſent Parliament, for 

the city and county of the city of Briſtol, was holden by virtue _ 
of his Majeſty's writ for that purpoſe, bearing date the 1ſt, day - 
f the ſaid October, in he Out tha)l of the faid city, before 


: 5 


| John Durbin, the younger Eſq, and James Hill, Eſq, Sheriffs 


f the ſaid City and county. 2 | > 5:8 4632687 
That at the ſaid election your Petitioner, together with th 
R ght Hon. Robert Craggs, Lord Viſcount Clare of the King 
dom os Fa ines and Henry Cruger, the younger Eſq; and na 
other Perfons were candidates, and that a poll was then ny 
there demanded and taken, and proceeded upon for the ſaid 
candidates reſpectiveley, and the ſame was further adjourned to 


the allowing . 
4 


= 
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_. That on the ſucceeding day, being the $th day of the ſaid 
ö Occober, the ſaid Robert Ciaggs, Lord Viſec unt Clare, der 
; 3 on the ſaid poll, and your Petitioner having | 
Eo on the ſaid — y of Odober a majority of votes, ht to 
x Have* been © declared duly elected, and to have-been returned 
5 one of the citizens to ſerve in this preſent Parliament for tile 
9 ſaid city ; nevertheleſs Edmund Burke, Eſq; was on the ſaid 
- Zth day of October, firſt named. a candidate for the ſaid ele&i= 
— on; and the ſaid Sheriffs afterwards on the ioth day of Octo- 
ber aforeſaid, and not before, unjuſtly and illegally awarded 
a poll-to be taken for him the ſaid Edmund 1 notwith- 


ſtanding the -proteſtations of your Petitioner, and many of the 
electors to the contrary. . 

That in order to influence the ſaid election, great numbers 

of perſons were admitted to the freedom of the ſaid city after 

the iſſuing forth of the ſaid writ, and the ſame were, contrary 
to ther ancient uſages and cuſtoms of the ſaid city, by the 


Y49 


Ka 


B- 3 | 1 Sheriffs ; 


1 0 1 


Sheriffs aforeſaid, illegally admitted to poll at the ſaid election 
for the ſaid Edmund Burke and Henry Cruger reſpectively; 
the ſaid Sheriffs well knowing the matters aforeſaid, and that 
ſach perſons by the cuſtoms and ufages of the ſaid city, had 
no right to poll, having for that reaſon ſet a query againſt each 
of their names reſpectively upon their poll; and divers perſons 
not legally admitted to their freedom of the ſaid city, nor 
having any right to vote at the ſaid election, were by the 
Sheriffs aforeſaid received to poll for the ſaid Henry Cruger 
'and Edmund Burke reſpectively; and by means of ſuch queried 
and ſuch illegal votes, a pretended majority of votes was made 
up upon the Sheriffs poll, for them the ſaid Henry Cruger and 
Edmund Burke; whereas your Petitioner had a majority of 
legal and undoubted votes upon the poll. 5 
hat the ſaid Henry Cruger and Edmund Burke; by them- 
felves, and their agents on their behalf, and ethers by their 
privity and direction, before and during the faid poll, were 
guilty of bribery and corruption, and other illegal practices, 
in order to influence the electors of the ſaid city to vote for 
them. PBT „ | . 
That by the means aforeſaid, and hy divers other corrupt 
and illegal pradtices, the ſaid Henry Cruger and Edmund Burke 
procured a majority of votes at the ſaid election, and alſo unduly 
and illegally cauſed themſelves to be returned by the Sheriffs a- 
foreſaid, as Citizens to ſerve in this Parliament for the ſaid 
city; whereas your Petitioner was duly elected, and ought to 
Have been returned as one of the Citizens to ſerve in this pre- 
ſent Parliament for the faid city. | 


Fur Petitioner humbly prays, that this Ho- 
1 norable Houſe will be pleaſed to take the ſeveral matters 
, aforeſaid into their conſideration, and grant him ſuch 

ſuchh zelief therein as to this Honorable Houſe ſhall ſeem 
meet and competent. a 8 


| F 


. 


- 


a 


duly admitted to the 


ae 90 = ; ] 1 . 3 2 * 
e . ment ue Id. 
The humble P ETIT ION of divers Perſons, whoſe Names 


ate hereunto ſubſcribed, being Freeholders and Free · Burgeſ· 
ſes of the City BIS Tol. of «15 


Sheweth, 


| 'T HAT on the ſeventh day of October laſt, an election of 


Citizens to ſerve in Parliament, for the city and county 
of the city of Briſtol, purſuant to his Majeſty's writ, o_ 
date the firit day of October, in the year one thouſand ſeve 


hnndred and ſeventy-fovr, was holden in the Guildhall of the 
ſaid city, before John Durbin, the younger, and James Hill, 


Eſquires, Sheriffs. 


That at the ſaid election, on the day aforeſaid, the Right . 


' _ Honourable Robert Lord Viſcount Clare, of the kingdom of 


Ireland, Matthew Brickdale, Eſq; and Henry Cruger, the 
younger, Eſq; and no other perſons were declared candidates 
for the ſaid election, and that a poll was thereupon immediate 
ly demanded, and by the ſaid Sheriffs awarded for them, and 


no other perſon, and was forthwith proceeded upon, and after 


being proceeded in, the ſaid poll was adjourned to' the follow- 
ing *. being the eighth day of October aforeſaid. | 


That on the ſaid eighth day of Ofober, the ſaid Robert 


Lord Viſcount Clare declined proceeding further in the ſaid 


poll, or being a candidate for the ſaid election; whereupon 


the ſaid Matthew Brickdale, Eſquire, ought to have been re- 
turned one of the Citizens to ſerve in Parliament for the city 
aforeſaid. = 2 x af 
That notwithſtanding the ſame, Edmund Burke, Eſq; was 
on the ſaid eighth day of October, declared a candidate for 
the ſaid election, and a poll was then demanded for him, and 
the Sheriffs aforeſaid, contrary to law, proceeded to take a poll 
for the ſaid Edmund Burke, Eſquire. Ws 
That great numbers of perſons, admitted to 


* 


their freedom 


after the date and iſſuing forth of the ſaid writ of ſummons to 
Parliament; and alſo Jeet numbers of perſons not lawfully or 


eedom of the ſaid city; and alſo divers 
| „ perſons, 


. 

perſons, having no right to vote at the ſaid- election, were by 
the Sheriffs aforefaid admitted to poll at the ſaid election, 
whereby a majority of pretended votes was made out upon the 

oll aforeſaid, for the ſaid Henry Cruger, and Edward Burk 

ſquires, and by means thereof, and of divers other corrupt and 
illegal practices, the ſaid Henty Cruger and Edmund Burke, 
Eſquires, procured a majority of votes, and cauſed themſelves. 
to be returned by the Sheriffs aforeſaid, as Citizens to ſerve iu 
Parliament for the ſaid city; whereas the aforefaid Matthew 
Brickdale, Eſquire, had a great majority of legal and undoubt- 
ed votes upon the ſaid poll, and ought for the ſeveral reaſons 
aforeſaid to have been returned one of the Citizens to ſerve in 
this preſent Parliament for the ſaid cit. 
. ; Wherefore your Petitioners humbly pray, that this honor- 
able Houſe will be pleaſed to take the premiſes into their cons 
Sderation, and grant them ſuch relief therein, as to this honor- 
able Houſe in their wiſdom ſhall ſeem meet and competent. 
And your Petitioners as in duty bound ſhall ever pray. 


The following is a lift of the names ſubſcribed to the above - 
Petition pielented to the Houſe of Commons in behalf of 
Mr. Brickdale. Two thouſand four hundred and fifty-fx. 
perſons voted for Mr. Brickdale at the late election, out of 
which number only three hundred: and eighty- three are 
produced to give a ſanction to his complaint; and even in 
this liſt there are the names of ſome perſons who deelare 
they never ſubſcribed; or anthoriſed, any perſon to ſub- 
ſcribe for them. ot 4 1 the the _— of _— | 
who are paupers,- and of others ſo exceeding cure, that 


1 ades, or places of reſidence, cannot be diſcovered. | 
Ct Lift bf 
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| Robert Bridle © 


Wir. Bowden 


Humphry Beale 


Fenwick Bird 
Am. Burges 


Rich. Browning © 
Rick. Brown 


Zaac Bence 
John Bye 
Sampſon Barber 
Wm. Baynton 
George Berry 
Tho. Bowle 
Samuel Biſhop 
Wm. Baylis 


Francis Brown © 


James Biſjex 


Tobias Bateman 


Vn. Barrett 


- Stephen Baxter, 5 


C 


"Henry Carter 


Vn. Cremarty 
Jahn Croſs © 
TFohn Camplin 
Bean. Coales 
Jon Cave 
TFohn Caſberd 
Leng. Cray 
John Camplin 
Jaac Coales © 
T ho. Corner 


Tho. Camborn 
Rich. Cannington 


Fohn Crocker 
Wm. Curtis 
Francis Chappell 
Richard Colftow 
Jeſ. Coales 
Nn. Coleman 


5 Mich. Clayfeld \ 
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Wm. Deius + : yr | 


Giles Daubeny Fr 
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_ George Daubeny 

- Simmons Dyer 

Jon Davis 2 

* John Delprat " 


- Tho. Evans 
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Charles Clark 


Vn. Coleman 


John Cook e 
Laac Cook P 


Fer. Cannon 


Vn. Carter 
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Charles Challicome - . | 


Samuel Cridland 


Wm. Clark k 
Hull Collicott 
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Nerias Deios 
Wm. Denham 
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Thomas Dymock N 


Daniel Duffett 
Janes Dabb © 
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- TFohn David 


Am. Diamond 
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' Tof: Gillam ; 
James Garſed 


Eamund Gomond 
Toſjeph Godwin * 
Richard Good 


King mill Grove | 
Jaſeph Grindon 


ames Grimes 
Francis Greſſy 
William Green,, 
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V. A. George 
Richard Gillam 
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Henry Godfrey 


_ Samuel Giles 


Jen Gould 
Richard George. 
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Janes Hicks 
T ho. Hattir 
Fohn Hubbs 
To). Hiſcox | 
T. Hembury, jun. 
Charles Harford 
Tohn Hopwood 
Jolm Hicks 
Robt. Hughes 
> #Eadm. Hart 
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Hen. Muggleworth F 
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Wm. Miller 3 
Mich. Miller, un. 
Nathan Mullens * 


Tho. Millard 2. | 
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ohn Morſe +. + 7 1 
acob Meredith 1 
m. Mann ; oh 
ohn- Millar A N N | 


ames Mor ſe TY 


Am. Martin 7 5 

James Moox ; 

*Fohn Morſe - L459 

2185 Morries 2 ys 
7" 


Fohn Norman : | ; ; 
Ed. Nicholas © - * 
James Norman | 


James Na 72 ; 


James Nixon 


Tho. North LC Þ 
Fohn 'Naſh , | 
James Nees 


© 


ohn Oakly | 
2 Organ 


u. Owen 


Tohn Pullin 5 
Geo. Pugh 


Rich. Parker © 
Jas. Pate | 
And. Pear 
Edaww.t Parker 
Jon Parker 
Jon Powell 


John Peglar 


Rob. Pri: 


Henry Prin 


Thomas Palmer 
Vn. Plummer 


ohn Powell 
_ Powell 
Tim. Powell 
Rob. Powell - 
Rob. Perrin 
Vn. Par/ons 
Jolin Pain 
Fohn Powell 
Rich, Phillips 
John Pililpet 


| Gab. Rymer 


* * 
7 — 
r 


Vn. Rutheray © 

John O ſler : 
ojeph Ofborng 
— | f 2 * | 7 


Rich. Prankard | "AY 


Ni. Saunders 


James Perry, ſos | Tho. Smith 


Tho. Quick 5 


— — "ere . v . EE ED 


— 


James Roy Nn 


Carew Ręeynell | 
T ho. Reynolds , * 
John Rawlins * | 

David Rogers 

James Rumſey 

Wm. Rogers 

Wm. Radford 

Jef: Rigge, June | 1 
Rd. Robinſon 

'Fof.. Rodber 
James Richard/on 
Nalme Rodgers 
Fohn Rich 


11 
9 „ » 


| A 


OE EPS © 
Tho. Smith | | 
Rich. Smith _. 
James Smith 
John Hugh Smith 
Fohn Stephens 
James Saunders ined 
Fit, Singleton +. — - + 
Wim. Siladen „ 
Sam. Sandford 


Vn. Smith 


Rich. Swayne 


Vn. Seedes 


John Stephens 
Je/eph Sheppard 
Leonard Slape 
Edu. Srock 


Cha. Smith 


Sam. Sewwerby 
Mm. Staighs 


Paul Sexton 
Rob. Smith © 


5 Henry 


L 25 J 


Ha Swreeting Peter Well. 
Fohn Smith | | „ 
Samen Sutloan,· Rich. Willeox 1 
James Searle ' ' Michael Wils © 
Rob. Smith  * Janes Warheam © 
Hm. Smith Xi. Whittington © 
. EW” | Sam. Wilmot 7 307 "5 
- FT. Whitehouſe 
Santas go anty * Jula Wait, jun 
r Rich. Waller 
Jom Januaſyjſp Vn. Williams © 
Rich. Tombs | | Leighton Wood - 
Fohn Tomlinſon Jon Warner 
Jona T ippett Jian Wudward 
Thomas Latin 18 Lule Wilnot © 
John Thomas © 5 72 Weaver | 
Jacob Thrall 3 . oor 
Jon Tl ma. n. Nö, 
Walter Taylor | © Nath, Windey © 
Sam. Thomas Vin. Wathis 
Lawrence Thomas © Vn. Waſborough 
B Tho. Wilmot 
David Tanner ; ' Wa. Milian. 
ew John Watkins , - 
„ | Criſpin Walter © 
ons „ Ab. Wigginton - 
Richard Paughan SB. Withair- | 
Jolas Vaughan _ PPP 
Win. Vaughan Rich. Wildgooſs _ +. 
n rns Henry Wright : 
James Vocules ä £4. Wilkins 
Das. Wait 
R. C. Vinpenny e To : 
Jeſ. Wilſon © | ' Rob. Yeſcombe 
G. Watſon, jun. H. F. Teatman 
* Hen. Witts - Wa. Yarworth 
| Tho. Warren | Fohn Yeamans. 


Such are the perſons who have been prevailed on to complain 
of an undus election, and to ſolicit the J;fru#ion of more than 
+ twothouſand of their follow<itizens ſuffnages, © 
deny 2 8 L Q 


** 


PROCEEDINGS of the COMMIT TEE of the 
Hovst of Commons, in reſpect to the EI EC THIN of Meſſri. 
CRUGER and BURKE, with the Speeches of the Councir 
before the ſaid COMMIT TEE, and the Examination 

of the WiTRESSE A. N | ; 


# 


On Saturday February the TiIth, 1775, at eleven o'clock, 
the Committee appointed to try the Bas To Election met ia 
the Great Commituce-room of the Houſe of Commons. 


Nomi N E E 8. 


Sir Edward Aitley Bt. | Edward Bacon, Eſq; 
| | CHAIR MAN. c : 
> 14 Right Honourable George Rice. ö 


Cou N c 11. 


For Burke. For Cruger. For Brickdals 1 
7 © |] Bearcroft, Mansfield, 3 
Wilſon. Buller. | 4 Hobbart. | 


The buſineſs Was opened by reading the petition of Mr. 
Brickdale, and the petition. of ſome of the inhabitants of Brif- 
tol ; after which Mr. Hobbart acquainted the Committee, that 
«© he ſhould reſt his claim to Mr. Burke's being illegally return- 
6 ed on three heads; firſt, © His ſtarting after the poll began ;® 
#« ſecondly, Perſons polling for him who had not taken up 
4 their freedom untill the time of polling;“ thirdly, 6 His 
4 making uſe of bribery and corruption to obtain a majority 
46 of votes.“ He ſtated to the Committee, that the election 
«© began on the 7th of October, 1774; the Candidates PR &- 
«© SENT were, the Right Hon, Lord Viſcount Clare, Mat- 
4 thew Brickdale, and Henry Cruger the younger, Eſqrs. and 
«© that NO OTHER perſon at that meeting was nominated as 
% à Candidate; that the poll went on, and at night the num- 
4 bers were, for Clare 12, Cruger 11, Brickdale 10; that 


the next morning, the Sth October, lord Clare declined 


| ke poll upon which ſome perſon nominated. Edmund 
80 , d; Wha, in his opinion, could be no Candidate, 
8 F OW 


* 


- 


* x % „ 
. 


LY a” 


„ 
« 2 ke wis propoſed after the elelon began. He her con- 


tended, that a poll was not neceſſary to determine an elec- 
tion, to ſupport which he quoted ſome © Authors, Who ſay, 


„ FThhat at an election the people ſhall aſſe mble, and the de- 


* termination be by a majority of voices, or ſhew of hands ;'” 
* that, according to theſe forms, Mr. Burke COULD'NOT 


© be elected, as he was not known at the meeting of the 


E 


He was very ingenuous in his arguing, and ſaid, 4 as the 


* Firſt allegation; in his opinion, was ſufficient to fet afide 
* Mr. Burke's election, he would nor, at that time, trouble 
* the Committee with any thing more on the ſubje&,” “ 

The room was then cleated, and the Committee left to de- 
termine how they would proceed in the election; when, after 


about half an hour's debate, the Council were again called in, 
and informed that the Committee would firſt hear evidence as 


as to the elligibility of Mr. Burke being a Candidate. 
Mr. Hobbart called in John Durbin, Eſqy High Sheriff, who 
corroborated Mr. Hobbart as to the time and manner of open» 
ing the election. He ſaid, * Mr. Burke as propoſed on the 
* Saturday morning, October 8, by Mr. Richard Champion, 
and ſeconded by Mr. Thomas, and objected to by Meſſrs. 
* Baker and Lymington, who deſired to ſee him and bis 
« qualification; that he (the Sheriff) not being thoroughly 
« ſatisfied as to the legality of admitting him, adjourned- the 
he aſked advice, and was told he could not refuſe to take the 


poll for Mr. Burke, or any other Candidate; and that, in 4 
; 18 * 


'W TE: 
* 


* conſequence of that advice, he took che poll.“ 


Mr. Hobbart aſked him, , Whether any perſon voted ſor 


& Mr. Burke on the Saturday?” He replied in the negative. 
„Did any vote for Mr, Cruger, or Mr. Brickdale? Yes, 
«- for Cruger 5, for Brickdale 11. 3 
Mr. Lee aſked *©* whoſe advice he took concerning the le- 
64 gality of admitting Mr. Burke?” He anſwered, '* The 
© Recorder's, and Town clerk's ; that he did not apply to Mr, 
« Dunning as a MEMBER or PARLIAMENT but as 'a 
* RECURDER oF BRISTOL! +=:525 79 ah ng nn 
Henry Benbough, Under Sheriff, was called in, who like- 
wiſe agreed in the manner in which the poll was begun, and 
that Mr. Burke did not ſtart until the day after. Mr. Lee aſked 
him, „whether the reaſon for no perſon polling for Mr. Burke 
on the Saturday was: 9 to is not. E confidered as a 
$4 455 7 | 2 


2 
4 : 
ES 


L candidate ? 


; 


[ 28 } 


1 «candidate 7” He replied No: The reaſon why perſons 

olled for Cruger and Brickdale, was to give them a major» 
4 ty of votes over Lord Clare: that perſons did offer to vote 
that day for Mr. Burke, but, as the legality of admitting 
* them was not known, the poll was adjourned. without | 
„% them. 

Mr. Mansfield ſummed up +the evidence, and cddtended,” 
* that no perſon could ſtart as a Candidate AFTER the polk 
began, as it probably might preclude perſons who had 
% pohed at FIRST from giving their votes to whom they 


might chooſe, not eee who WOULD be their Can 
„t didates. - 


The Opamaltths th deſired Mr. 25 to Foe his © 
which he begged leave to be excuſed from until Monday n morn- 
ing, to which day mu Committee . 


3 Nang the . purſuant to- ee, the 2 
Committee met at ten o'clock. Mr, Lee began his remarks on 
the evidence and Councils — mat had been heard, and 
ridiculed the idea thrown out by his opponents, that a Poll 
and a Scrutiny were one and the ſame thing, and that a Po- 
Was not neceſſary to determine an Election. A Serutiny, ſaid 
Mr. Lee, was always underitood to be /a&/equent to a Poll; 
That in an Ad granted to the City of London are the following 5 
Words, via. After a poll has been taken a ſcrutiny may be 

„ granted, To ſhew that a poll is really neceſſary, he men- 
tioned a caſe at Arundel, where the ſhew of hands appeared 
- equal, but a poll being demanded, twenty-ſeven were for one 
candidate, and twenty- five for the other; that the poll was 
kept until night, when four more voters were procured, and 
ma le that twenty-five twenty- nine. 

To ſhew that it was not neceſſary for a Candidate to be pre. 
ſent at the poll, he mentioned a number of inſtances, and in 
particular quoted an election for Glouceſter, where a: perſon 
. was choſen, and obliged to ſit in Parliament againſt his will. 
He likewiſe obſerved, that at Retford a perſon was choſen, but 
declined ſtanding on account of his ill ſtate of health. On 
the fame being ſignified to the Electors, they returned for an- 
ſwer, We had rather have HALF your ſervices than the 
« WHOLE of any other prion” and COMPELLED him to 
to repreſent them. 

Mr. Lee . chat was one of che Members for York: 


4 1.” 5 (Six 


9 


ö Savile) to decline, he was conſcious the inhabi- 
tants would not ſuffer him. He next quoted an election at 
Montgomery in 1705, from whence a petition was ſent to 
Parliament, accuſing Mr. Maſon of ( ſurpriſing the other 
Candidate by bis not making his intentions known until 
« after the election began; yet when it came to be tried, 
Mr. Maſon was declared duly elected. | 


At the laſt General Election in 1768, there was alſo an in- 
ſtance of a perſon's. declaring hiniſelf a Candidate after the 

election at Wendover had began, and who was declared duly 

| The quotations made uſe of by his opponents, Mr. Lee ſaid 

2» were falſe, for the Houſe of Commons did not always decide 
IHE by a majority of voices, as they had aſſerted, but by Polling 
5 the numbers for each queſtion. He contended, that every 
freeman had a right to give his vote for whom he pleaſed; 
that when he came to the huſtings to poll, he was not aſked, 

« Do you poll for Cruger, Clare, or Brickdale?“ — but, 


| 4 Who do you poll for?“ That the man was at liberty to 
name a fourth perſon, and the moment any freeman offered to 
, give a vote for a perſon, that moment the perſon became a can- 
> || didate. He was very ſevere on Lord Clare's running aways: 
y and deſerting the electors when he had a majority; and deſired 
* to know, If the poll was finiſhed before Mr. Burke was no- 


g % minated, Who were the Members returned? —Brickdale' 
> could not be one, as both Clare and Cruger were a head of 
4 / © him on the pall—beſides, had the poll bean finiſhed. on the 
+ *K © © Friday, what occaſion was there for Brickdale's polling on 
> « the Saturday after Mr. Burke had been declared? and would 
A any man ſay that the voice of twelve perſons (which was the 
d 


* higheſt number that had polled on the Friday) ſhould de- 

| termine a point on which fix thouſand had a right to give 
5 their opinion? No: two thouſand feven hundted perſons 
4 , voted for Mr. Burke; it was a Majority, and a legal one - 
wx He was the free choice of the people, and a proper perſon 
£3 * to repreſent them; that notwithſtanding at the time of his 
Pe n being nominated he. might not be Known to the voters in 
Far * perſon, yet his fame, as an upright,” honeſt, and able Sena-. 
1 * tor, had ſpread itſelf over the globe, and bis eee 
Gs were far better chan thoſe who depended on their wealth. 
* hat the Sheriff had behaved as an honeſt man ought; he 

1 & had not taken the advice of Mr, Brickdale's friends, who. 
rk were a Minority, but had keen guided by the majority, and 
ir + „ and 


|- 


* 


r 
* and. the opinion of a perſon of the firſt abilities, as a A 
EC In this country.“ He was upwards of an hour and three 


quarters in his remarks, and concluded with ſaying, “he be- 
lieved his learned friend (Mr. Mansfield) never ad a worſe 


s cauſe to argue; it was ſa bad that the Council, though their 


6 abilities were great, could urge nothing in SR of i, 
He was ſeconded by Mr. Wilſon, who'remarked, - „that 
« as the election was fairly proved not to be finiſhed when Mr. 
% Burke was nominated, whether the affair was conſidered as 


2 point of law or point of practice, it was equally a legal 
% nomination; for in law a Term is ſuppoſed to be but ONE 


< DAY though it laits a month, and any tranſaction that is 
% done during that month, is in law, done on the firlt day of 
0 Term. —As a matter of practice it was always cuſtomary in 


e jn the Houſe of Commons, to conſider the whole Seſſion as 


| * ONE DAY, and all Acts of Parhament that had no-parti-- 


4% cular date * to them, commenced from the firſt day of 

„ eſſion, though they were not paſſed until the latter end.” 

e was very accurate in his n and gave * Com- 
mittee much information. 

Mr. Mansfield now replied, and made aſs af. every atgowent 
in favour of his Client that the cauſe would admit of. After 
which the room was cleared, and the Committee left to debate 
within themſelves whether the nomination of Mr. Burke was 
or was not legal. After waiting ſome time, the Council were 
called in, and informed, that the Committee were ve he rar 
that Mr. Burke was an 3 nn. - 


Leger 88 PE. 14th, ak to 1 the 
Committee met at ten. o'clock.—Mr. Mansfield opened the 
buſineſs with ſtating, that the next allegation he meant to 
proceed on was the IGHT OF ELECTION, . afier which he 
fhould conſider that of BRIBERY. He was ſtopt by Mr. Lee, 
who objeQed to the MODE of proceeding : He ſaid, „it was 


__*.uſual in all caſes that he had been concerned in, for the 


Council to open the WH OLE of his Brief at once, and not 


% FRIT TER it in flices, and ſerve up a ſlice at a time“ 


Much altercation. enſued between the Council, when the 
Commi ittee ordered the room to be cleared, and debated with - 
in themſe les reſpedting the moce that ſhould be taken for try- 
ing remainder of the Eledtion. After ſome time the Council 
Were called in, and the Kae —_——_— them that the. 

Committees 


. 8 * 2 - 


<6 could not remember.“ 


1722) was called; his age, he ſaid,” was werder, 


— 


Fd | £ 
1 
* ? 


8 of ee that the whole of the baſineſs' 
ſhould be entered into 


Mr. Mansfield Was then defired to finiſh his brief; he ropli= 
ed, he had nothing more to ſay. ae 

Mr. Hobbart immediately called 15 Sir Jaber Smith} who! . 
ſaid he was eighty four years old; that he remembered everx 
« conteſted election at Briſtol fince. 1712, via 17 14—22.—— 


„ 2734. 39,54 59 chat, in all the abovementioned 


4% periods, he never remembered any perſon voting who had 


not taking up his freedom PRIOR to the date of the TESTE 


« of the wiit ; aud it was the general opinion of the people at 
« Briſtol, that they had NO RIGHT to vote at the election; 


that in 1722, wen W. Hart was a Candidate, à cavil arofe 
* about admitting Freemen, when it was agreed that every 


« Freeman, whoſe copy bore date _ day of The tete, 1 


* he admitted, but none after.” 5 | 
On being aſked, Whether it was not. eas — / 
t time of an Aden; to admit perſons to take vptheir free 

dom?” he replied, „At the time WAA . 


« tion was ns; men ruſhed.in by: croads*tor-: 


8 „ 
| ; dom. IP, "as, 45 $3. 2 . FEA 


- In the croſs en Mr. Lee produce 4 brief in in 1734. s 


2 when Scroop, Henden, and Coſtar, were Candidates, in which 
brief the witneſs had written, with his own hand; that, cine. | 


% immemorial, it. had been cuſtomary to admit all perſons 
RSLs or NOT RESIDENT, — | 


46 —— ſuch. gerſens as received Alms, and mentioned the 
ollowing years as prece ents, VIZ. 79-—00-—_—Y 


% 1705 - 10——13—14——21- 27.“ 


Mr. Lee was rather ſevere on this We and preſſed bias: 


to know, : Whether at the Election in 1734, the reaſon of 


«© not admitting new Freemen to vote was on account of an 
agreement between the Candidates 38 He replied, 92 "He 


The old brief was again ban hen it appeared? that 
the Candidates had agreed among themſelves to admit of Free- 


men whoſe copies bore date ITI the TESTE, but 


that were ſubſequent. | 
The witneſs having fineſhed his examination, Jae 40 90 


« account of his age and infirmities, to be permitted to return 
& to Briſtol, which was granted. 


W. Hart, Eſq; (fon of-the W. Hart that was Candidate i in 


- 


1 32 


2 he remembered every conteſted election fince 1722; fat iw - 


« 1722 there was no diſpute about votes; that he was an 
% or manager at ſeveral. elections, and had always. _—_ | 
« make Freemen as ſoon as the teſte was over; if any applied 
<< to be made after, they were told they were 100 LATE ; 
« that the firſt of any diſpute concerning votes that he remem- 
% bered was in 1734, when the parties agreed about the 
mode in which the election ſhould be conducted, viz. to ad- 


1 mit ſuch freemen as had taken their freedom up on the day 


e the teſte bore date; that at this laſt election in 1774, he 


« himſelf objeRed to the FIRST NEW VOTER, and de- 


«fired a querey to be ſer againſt his name.“ On being aſked 
„ whom the firſt new voter polled for?” He replied, Mr. 
4% Brickdale,” * Whether there was any bye law againſt the 
admitting new freemen to vote?” © No.” He then deſireck 
to be permitted to go back to Briſtol, which was granted. bi 
Thomas Harris, Sheriff in 1754, was called; he ſaid, 

© at that election no freeman was admitted to vote whoſe copy 
© was SUBSEQUENT to the teſte.“ On his being aſked 
& Whether that mode was not ſettled: by agreement,” He 
« {aid he believed it was propoſed. by the Sheriffs, but whether 
«« himicifor his colleauge he could not ſay,” Did the can- 


% didate ,conſent??” Ves. All of them? No: only 


«© Sir John Phillips and Mr Newgent” (now Lord Clare.) 
Mr. Beckford the other candidate, being abroad., What 
« was the number of freemen admitted on the day of the teſte.” 
6 He could not tell.” £6 Was it 10 or 1000.” 406. eee 
66 ſay. . 
Rolles Scudamore, Barriſter, Was called, his evidence was 
nearly the ſame as the laſt. : 
Mr. Rickard Hawkeſwell, Chamberlain, was called to pro- 


duce the oo of enrollment - of the = en 1732 to 


B 
_— was A called i in, 5 had noc into the dates 


on which the different Burgeſſes were admitted; he delivered | 


the books into the Commirte. 

H. Benbough, under Sheriff, wascalled, whoſe evidence was 
not material. 
Mr Lewis was ae witneſs, who began to t the 
Committee of a converſation between him and a Mr Carey, 
in which Mr. Carey acquainted him, „that he had a ſum of 
« of money to pay for the freedom of voters, but the witneſs 


4 told him as he (Mr. Carey) had formerly lived Clerk with- 


« Mr, 


JCCTFkTTECc000 ͤ ͤ 


"R YR A 8 OS MER 


5 LP: 
& Mr. Cruger, it would not look well for HIM" to pay e 
« the money, upon which a Mr. Jackſon paid money for the 
« freedom of perſons who voted for Mr. Cruger oo OY 
Mr. Bearcroft objected to the evidence, unleſs Mr. Mansfield” 


could prove either Mr, Carey, or Mr. Jackſon, known agents? 


of Kr. Croper.- i: 


M. Mansfield then called Mr Benbough to prove that Mr oY 


Carey took the Pool FOR Mr. Cruger, and was proceeding to 
examine him; but Mr Rice obſerved, that they were two ev- | 
idence before the Comittee, therefore defired to know -<© if 
Mr. Mansfield had done with Mr. Lewis?“ he replied NO. 
Mr. Rice then obſerved, that as the point ſeemed 
«« difficult and very material, on account of the lateneſs of be 
« hour, he begged leave to adjourn until Ten o'clock the ner 
„ morning,” Which was complied We. 


* : 
1 
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Committee met at ten o'clock. 


dragged into this cauſe, and put to ſo enormous an expence, 
unleſs it proceeded: from ths. rage of diſappointment; ſor Mr. 
Cruger had, on the cloſe of the poll, a majority of 1 109 bv, 
Mr. Brickdale, and a majority of 358 over Mr. Burke; that 
by ſuch majorities, even were the — G rike off all 
the new voters, Mr. Cruger's ſeat was entirely ſafe” GGG. 
He was very ſevere on the evidence of - Jarrat Smith, Who, 
ſaid Mr. Bearcroft, might be a man-of unblemiſhed character, 
and might come there with an intent to tell the truth, but by 
the brief that had been produced againſt him, which was ac- 


knowledged to be drawn up and correded by himſelf, it plain- 


ly appeared that he had outlived his memory; and ſuppoſing: - 
the witneſs to have lived in Briſtol 28 would ix 
not have been very proper to have aſked him if he ever under- 


ſtood that it was the law of Briſtol not to admit perſons to vote 


if their copy was prior to the teſte of the writ? but his oppo» 

nents council knew the tenderneſs of their ground, and had, 

like good generals, conducted their buſineſs: in the beſt man- 
He concluded with hoping the Committee would be careful 


how they deprived one man of his franchiſe, as the very wit- 


neſſes that proved Mr. Cruger's friends paying money. for 
41 hs — | —— nen 


— 
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admiſſions, proved Mr. Brickdale's doing the fame; and every 
man that came into a Court to receive juſtice, ſhould come 
with clean hands, otherwiſe he could expect but little. 
Mr. Buller began by ſaying the only queſtion before the 
Committee was, 4* whether perſons matte free after the teſte of 
* the writ- had a right to vote at the election ::“ He reflected 
on the evidence of Harris, and ſaid if it was the known and 
uſual cuſtom of Briſtol not to admit perſons after the teſte of 
the writ, why need there be an agreement of Candidates and 
Sheriffs (as witneſſes had mentioned) to preclude the ſame ? 
Any fuch agreement would be unneccflary, for if it was not 
the cuſtom the Sheriff dare not do it. His opponents, he ſaid 
hugged themſelves with the Durham Act, Which Act, in his 
opinion, made againſt them, as it ſaid ©* no perſon ſhould 
vote at an eledtion who had not an antecedent right that 
«© was no occa/ional freeman ſhould vete.”—— Surely faid 
Mr. Buller, perſons whoſe freedoms came by marriage, . birth, 
or ſervitude, cannot be reckoned oceafional ? He mentioned a 
caſe at the laſt election for Monmouth, where a man died 
after the election began, and his ſon came the next day and 
voted, yet every Council gave it as his opinion the vote was 
He read a caſe at Guildford in 1710, where upon a 
diſpute the matter was ſettled, ** that every perſon who Rack 
4 ſerved ſeven years to a freeman, was 1% facto, a freeman, 
{ <* and had a right to vote.“ . He likewiſe mentioned a caſe 
at Sudbury on the igth of January, 1702, which was in their 
Journals, Vol. IV. Page 19, which fays, the right off 


4% voting lays in freemen not receiving'alms, in ſons of free- 
<< men born after their fathers are free, or in perſons ſerving. 
« ſeven years apprenticeſhip.” That could it have been pro- 
ved Mr. Cruger paid for admiflions, it was not BRIBERY, for 
in the caſe of : Leiceſter election, which had been mentioned* 
by the Petitioners Council, the reſolve cf the Houſe of Com- 
mons was, That the perſon's freedom being paid fon by the 
Candidates only diſqualifies him from a right to vote at that 
46 Election.“ : - MS „ ph ; . FN n 

Mr. Lee next proceeded to remark upon the evidence, by 
declaring, chat there could not be a greater proof that the 
Petitioners knew their allegations were falſe, than their not 
producing one ſcrap of writing to the contrary ; for, had it 

n the law of Briſtol to reje& voters in the predicament ſta- 

ted, there muſt have been ſome memorandum made: 'Befides,. 
had any fuck thing been thought of in 1734, when Sir whe b 
322 8 i Smit 
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do glaring a thing as NEW Freemen would not have been 
mano 


of Commons on the 2 iſt of May, 1624, where it ſays; ** Re- 
4+ ſolved, That no conſent between parties can alter the mode 


«<< of election ; and, contended, that all perſons having ante- 


cedent right might be admitted at all times, before, after, or 
during a poll. He remembered, he ſaid, that at the laſt elec>. 
tion at Newcaftle, three hundred Freemen were made after the 
teſte of the writ; that a trick, indeed, was practiſed to diſanuil 
about fifty, but it was on à particular occaß-oͤn. 
He informed the Committee that the reaſon of the Durham 
Ad being paſſed was on account of the number of Honorary 
Freemen who were, made and admitted during the election, up 
#0 the ſixth day of the poll; that the Houſe of Commons ſaw 
they were made with a view to ſubvert the conſtitution, and 
upon which Mr. Ridley, in 1762, brought in a bill to oblige 
every Freeman to be in poſſeſſion of his franchiſe a year before 


he polled. Did Mr. Brickdale know, ſaid Mr. Lee, that HE 


polled 772 af theſe new Freemen, to whom he now objects? 
That HE led the way with them; and that out of the ten he 
2 the firſt day, nine of them were new ones? Did HE 
know that 441 of the new Freemen who polled for Mr. Burke 
were made before Mr. Burke was nominated ? SURELY HE. 
DID. Then as he is now ſo confident they are bad votes, 
would it not have been more genteel and candid in him to 


have addreſſed them, Gentlemen, I know you mean to 


4 ſerve. me, but your votes are not good, therefore don't put 
4+ yourſelves to the expence-of taking up your freedom? 2 
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He next read a paper, which Mr. Bright and Harris, the 
Sheriffs in 1754, received from Mr. Farr, the (then) Town, 
Clerk, which ſays, © The right of electors has never receiv 

EE Tr A Parliamentary enquiry, but it lays in all the Burgeſſes, 
% Eteemen, or Freeholders of forty ſhillings a year, exceptins | - 
NL ſuch perſons. as have been relieved by pariſh-rates, | 
„ or zece1\ed alms.” He mentioned a caſe on the zd of Feb. 

1518, at Iplwich, where it ſays, ** Reſolved, I hat 'every 

% perſon who has ſerved ſeven years apprenticeſhip, is % © 
4 facto, a freeman;“ likewiſe two caſes at Stafford, one in 
January 1710, the other in February 1724. The right of 
thoſe perſons to take up their freedom, Mr. Lee ſaid, was not 
diſputed or denied, for perſons could never be ſuppoſed to 
ſerve ſeven years, be born or be married, merely for the pur- 
ſe of voting. As a proof that perſons are admitted to vote 
in leſs than a twelvemonth after they are in poſſeſſion of their 
Franchiſe, he reminded the Committee of the Freeholders Oath, 

Which ſays, That you ſwear you have been in poſſeſſion of 

your eſtate twelve calendar months, or that the ſame came 
% ro you within the time aforeſaid, by marriage; marriage 
“ ſettlement, deviſe, or promotion. He concluded with = 
ſaying, let the election be decided as it would, (though he 
knew how it onght to he decided) Mr. Burke had received 
gteat honour in being brought in free, and Briſtol had received 

great honour in having a man of the firſt abilities to repreſent 
Z dts J 
Me. Wilſon was proceeding to call evidence to prove, that 
Mr. Brickdale polled a cohſiderable number of new Votes; 

but on his opponents admitting the charge, he ſat down. 
Richard White was called in, and proved, That out of 
„ the 1130 New Votes Mr. Burke had, 641 of them were 
« made prior to his nomination; that Mr. Burke polled in 
„ al, both old and new, 2707; that Mr, Brickdale, the firſt 
« morning of polling, brought in 10..new Voters, one of 
% whom was rejected on account of his minority, but the 
4 other 9 polled, aad he polled 119 New Votes before Mr, 
% Burke appeared.“ SHES 5 Er i nk, 
Dr. Britten was called, who proved, „that in 1747, man 
« New Votes were made aſter the Teſte of the Writ.” 3 
Mr. Lewis was called, and aſked if he knew, or had ever 
«© heard, that it was contrary to the Law of Briſtol to admit 
„ Preemen after the Telte of the Writ ?” He replied, No: 
. that he had read every book concerning the . 
T3 5 | N 6 Electors 
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, Fleftors of Briſtol; and if any thing had been des ec, 
— 1 muſt have ſeen it. 75 
„Champion was next called in, who cant the 
Committee, „that he propoſed Mr, Burke, and that new 
, Preemen who. polled for him were abſolutely made-hefore it 
« was known whether he would ftand as a Candidate;---that 
, he had, prior to the election, been once propoſed, but it 
« wes not agreed to:---that the witneſs had wrote to Me. 
&« Burke, and told him he had no doubt hut he would ſtand 
125 72 od ee yet his name was too reſpectable to riſque. 
That the witneſs attended Lord Clare's Committee on 
. « bps. evening of the firſt day* s poll, at which time it was not 
* known that Lord Clare intended to decline, that he was 
informed of it qarly the next ning, and accordingly 
Fe; DNN Mr. Burke““ 
Wilſon then, with great accuracy, took a view of on. 
evidence on both ſides, and commented on the ſame with 
udgment, after which the Chairman acquainted Mr. — 
field, that if he was not ready to reply they would ain, 
-| - MF. Mansfield ſaid his opponents had quoted ſeveral caſes 
which he had not thoroughly-looked into, therefore muſt beg. 
their indulgence. They, accordingly adjourned * three quar- 
ters paſt too o'clock until this day. 

Mr. Lee yeſterday, in the courſe of his : on. the 
Briſtol Election, mentioned, that a ſhort time previous to the 
diffolution of the late Parliament, cards were ſent to ous 
lar Members with theſe words: . 

By ſeveral circumſtances which have lately happened, it 
would not be amiſs for you to go donn and vilit your 
66 e 78 
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Tharſlay, Febroary'e the 16th, The committee met, pur- 
ſuant to adjournment, at 10 o'clock. 
Mr. Hobbart called in Hr. Caſtle, who began by in- 
forming the committee, „ That he had ſeen Mr. Carey 
attend on perſons who voted for Mr. Cruger.” 
ny Mr. Beacroft objected to Cifile's evidence, in the ſame 
manner as he did the day before to Lewis's, . unleſs agency 
could be proved, Mr. Beacroft alſo contended, - that Mr, _- 
* Hobbart ought to mention, before the witneſs was called, 
what he was intended to prove. . 
eg Buller cont: aded, that it was an eſtabliſhed. rule * 
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4 Lord Mansfield, that, where the Agent himſelf coul 


be heard, he, and no; : perſon elſe, was proper to be cal- 


led, as he was the fittelt evidence to prove the ins Cons 


by himſelf. 


The council on all Sides began to be warm in Aipate, 


when the room was ordered to be cleared, for the com- 
mittee td determine the mode f examining. In about 


half an hour the council were called in, and informed, 
that Mr. Caſtle might proceed. 


44 
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"Freemen, but he told him, 4 as he had lived clerk with Mr. 


Mr, Caſtle as 4K. informed the committee, That 


Mr. Carey aſked the perſons, Who they intended to vote 
for?” If they replied © Cruger,”” he put their names 


and procured them their freedom : He was aſked, 


Whether Carey paid him any money for freedoms 7 ps 


Yes, about 601. which he delivered to Mr. Lewis; be- 
cauſe he was to account for the whole; but that Mr. 
Lewis replied to him, „“ We had better give this mo- 
ney back to Carey, and let us receive it frem a THIRD 
perſon, becauſe then I may ſay, I received no mone 

from Carey, and vou may with truth fav, You did not.“ 
On the croſs examination he was aſked, «© Do you, of 
your OWN knowledge, know that Mr. Carey was a 


* clerk to Mr. Cruger ?” «+ No.” Do you, of your 
OWN knowledge, know that Mr. Carey received his 


authority from Mr. Cruger?“ „No.“ „Did any perſon at- 


tend on this WICKED buſineſs on the behalf of Mr. Brick- 
dale?“ „ Ves.“ Who were they??? ““ Mr. Broughton 


and Mr. Hawkins,” „ Did THEY pay for the admiſ- 
ſion of Freemen before or after the Election? ©. Both be- 
fore and after the Election began.“ 
applied for their freedom after the election began, did you 
not tell them they were throwing their money away, as they 


would not be admitted??? No, I could not tell them ſa, 
becauſe ] did not know but the votes were good, as I never 


hay heard any thing ſaid to the contrary.” —— «© Did the 
2 ſumof monty paid by Mr. Brickdale's agent for free- 


| 22 Amount tte as much as Mr. Cruger's?” ““I believe it 


did. * V/es the money Mr. Carey paid the money of 


Mr. Cruse. or of bis ftiends- 1 don't know, I never 
| enguired,” | 


FSR evi, Deputy Town Clerk was called i I% who ſaid, 


that Mr. Carey offered him money for the admifiion of 


Cruger, 


% 


? 


« When perſog's | 


ducting people to take up their freedom.“ 


k& 39 J 


® Cruger,, the connection would be too cloſe,: and people 
*. would SUSPECT.” | ; | T 
On his croſs examination he was aſked, ©* in what manner 
the different agents brought in the Burgeſſes to take up their 
1 freedoms ? he replied, © by TALLIES. ““ What 
% number might there be made on account of this election!“ 
% 2080 in all... Was the agents preſent all the time?!“ 
«© No: on: the 1 of October 62 were made, and no agent 
«« prefent 5 on the zd of October 339 were made, on which 
the agents did attend; that on or about the Wedneſday or 
«+ Thurſday after the poll began, Mr. Booth attended on the 
. part of Mr. Burke, and joined the other managers in con- 
He was as- 
ked, ©* how long he had been in office at Briſtol ??? © Pwenty- 
«« ſeven years. Did he not know that people were made. 


« free after the Teſte of the writ in 17547“ Ves; about 30“ 
66 


% hundred and ſeventy,” 


Richard Hawkſwell was called, who acquainted the Com- 
mittee, ** that he received money for the admiſſion of freemen 


„ who-voted for Mr. CRUGER, of Mr. Jackſon ; of Mefirs. 


« Broughton and Hawkins, on account of Mr. Brickdale; 
«© and of Mr. Booth, on the account of Mr. BURKE; that 


he gene ally delivered the copy of the freedom to the perſon 


* that paid for it; that perſons frequently, in the interim, 
„paid for their own freedoms ; that he never enquired who : 
«© the money came from, as it was ſufficient for him that he 
« could receive it.“ 2 Try 
John Mallard (partner with Mr. Cruger) was then called, 
and Mr. Hobbart aſked him the following queitions : £4 Don't 
«© you know that Mr. Carey is a clerk to Mr. Cruger ?“. 
Tes, he belongs to Mr. Cruger and me.“ Do not you 
„ know that he paid money for admiſſion of freemen ho 


« voted for Mr. Cruger ?---* Ves. Where did he get 
that money? From me: it was money ſubſcribed by 


* Mr. Cruger's friends to ſupport his election; I received 
* gool. and ſubſcribed 1o00l. myſelf, which made 1000l. and 
* a conſiderable ſum was ſubſcribed befides.”---+* Did Mr. 


« Cruger 


How many in 1768, when Brickdale {tood ?” Three 
——*+ Did not man people aittesd, 
4 prior to the election, to take up their freedoms, but could, 
* not be admitted? gieat numbers attempted to take 
« up their freedom, but could not, on account of the crouds 
that daily were ruſhing in.” | 1 
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9 1 Cruger ſubferibe no money himſelf * No,. Did 
5 « he deſire you not? Ves.“ 4 

Mr. Hobbard acquainted the Committee he ſhould not 
trouble them with any more evidence, and was proceeding to 


q ſum up the whole which had been given, and make his re- 
4 marks, but Mr. Rice acquainted him, * tha: if he intended 
4 to prove any thing againſt Mr. BURKE, now was his time, 
N « otherwiſe if he ſummed up the evidence now, it would: be 


11 „too late hereafter.”---Mr. Hobbart ſaid, ©* he had proved 

% as much as he intended, viz. that Mr. Booth paid MONEY 

« ſor admifions ON ACCOUNT of Mr. Burke. 
| _ He ther proceeded on his obſervations, and contended 
2 * that all the NEW votes on all fides were ILLEGAL, that © 
* the number for Mr. Burke were much larger than that for 
* „Mr. Brickdale, and conſequently when they came to be 
4 ** ſtluck eff, Mr. Brickdale would be one of the fitting Mem- 
„bers.“ He finiſhed his pleading about three quarters nl 
two o'clock, at which time the Commit,ce adjourned unt 


4 ten * morning. 

3 Friday Feb. 17, Mr. Mans field made his reply, Ty re · 
ft marked upon the whole of ihe evidence with great judgment, 
3 aſter which the room was cleared, and the Committee left to 
1 decide within themſelves, ** Whether Freemen, whoſe Copies 
2 are ſubſequent to the Teſte of the Writ, have a. right to 
i vote. ' 
_— | 

4 | Monday, Feb. 20, The Committee made their Report to 
WE, the Houſe of Commons, that Meſfrs. C roger and Burke were 
_ Yegally elected Members of Parhament for the City of Briſtol. 
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Mr. CR UGE R's Speech in the Houſe of Com- 
mons on American Affairs, on Friday, . December . 


the 16th, 1774. 


Mr. SprakxER, Ds gs e 


T RISE to deliver my ſentiments on this important ſubject, 

with all the Difidence and awe which muſt ſtrike the mind 

on the firſt attempt to ſpeak before ſo Auguſt: an Aſſembly, 

- "Had I remained filent on this Occaſion, I muſt have con- 

demned myſeif for deſerting a Cauſe which it is my duty- 

to eſpouſe. I cannot but be heard with candor by Engliſh- 
men, when what I offer is dictated by a love to my coun- 
| try. 8 , 5 15 
| VEE am far from approving all the proceedings in Am rica; 
| many of their meaſures have been a diſhonour to their cauſe. 

Their Rights might have been aſſerted Without Violence 

: | and their Claims ſtated with Temper, as well as Firmnels, _ 
- But permit me to ſay, Sir, that if they have erred, it may 
be confidered” as a failing of human nature; — a people 


5 : 

J Animated with a Love of Liberty, and alarmed with ap- 

3 Prehenſions of its being In Danger, will unavoidably run 
1 into exceſſes.” - | | Bd . 


The hiftory of mankind declares it in every page; and 
Britons ought to view with an eye of tenderneſs, ſuch acts 
of 1mprudence, to which their fellow - ſubjects in America 


0 may have been hurried. Not 2 been un kindly ſaid) 
'e by a Rebellious Spirit, but by that Generous Spirit of 
5 Freedom which has Often led their Own Anceſtors into 


Indiſcretions. | 44% 5 8 
Acts of Severity are far from having a Tendency to era- 
dicate Jjealouſies: on the contrary, they muſt Produce new 
Fears, and Weaken that attachment which Kindneſs might 
have "Inſured. —— No country, Sir, has been More Happy 
in her Colonies than Great Britain; cemented by mutual 
Intereſts, (till the æra of that fatal Stamp-a@) they flouriſhed » 
in an intercourſe of amity, protection, and obedience—— 
Supporting and Supported by each other. Before that pe- 
110d we meet with no diſobedience to your laws———no de- 
vial of the juriſdiction of Parliament — No Marks of Jea- 
louſy and Diſcontent: but they ever loved liberty: that 
* 1 5 3 paſſion 
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paſſion - is coeval with their firſt emigaation to America: 
they were perſecuted for it in this country—— they ſought - 
a ſanctuary in the unexplored regions of that; there th 
peacefully cleared their inhoſpitable wilds — cultivate 
their lands and chearfully poured the firſt fruits of their 
induſtry into the boſom of their mother country. You pro- 


| tected them in their Infant State, and they returned it, by 


confining to you the ſole benefits of their trade: whatever 
wealth they derived from Agriculture and Commerce—— 
All Centered with You, You Regulated their commerce 
for the Advantage of This country ; and they never diſco- 
vered an oppoſition, either to the Authority or the exerciſe 
of it. Are theſe Evidences of a ſpirit of Diſaffection to 
Great Britain, or ingratitude for its protection ? are they not 
rather proofs, that if the ſame line of Mild and Lenient 
government had been purſued, the ſame Cordiality and Sub- 
miſfion would have been continued? 2 


Every American who loves America, muſt Wiſh the pro- 
ſperity of England; and that their Union may ever ſubſiſt 
uninterrupted, If the Parental Trunk is injurea, the Bran- 
rhes muſt ſuffer with it. A Subordination on the Part of 
he Colonies is neceſſary to this Union. I acknowledge, 


Sir, there muſt exiſt a Power to. Superintend and Regulate 


the movements of the whole, for the a tainment and preſer- 
vation of our common happineſs: this Supreme Power can 
he juſtly and adequately exerciſes, Only by rhe legiſlature 
af Great Britain, In this doftrine the Colonies tacitly ac- 
quieſced, and were happy. England enjoyed by it All the 
Advantages, of an Exclufive Trade with them: Fhy then 


Brain this authority ſo muck. as to render a ſubmiffion to jt 


impoſſible, without a ſurrender of all thoſe liberties which - 
4: moſt valuable in civil ſociety, and were ever acknow- 
iedged the ineftimable_birth-right of Engliſhmen ? When 
Great Britain derives from her coloniſts the moſt ample 
fupplies of wealth by her Commerce, is it not abſurd to 


Ciloſe up theſe Channels for the ſake of a paltry inexpe- 


Aient claim of impoſing Taxes? which, though a young 


member, I will be bold to aver, never have, and, probably 
never will, defray, the expence of collecting them 
The (expediency of / Coercive Meaſures is much infiſted 


on by ſome, who, I am ſorry to ſay, ſeem to conſider more 
the diſtreſſes into which they will involve the Americans, 


than the benefits they they Can procure to this country 
from ſuch vindictive condud Humanity, however, will 
; . | A F prompt N 
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they may Ae —And A Prudent Stateſman 
will reflect, that the Colonies cannot poſſibly ſuffer without 
Injury to Great Britain. The Americans are your euſto- 
mers, they conſume your manufactures; by diſtrefling them, 
if you do not drive them to other markets, you will moſt 
aſſuredly diſable them from taking your commodities, and 
From making proper returns for what they have taken. 
Let us ſuppoſe for a moment, that Coercive meaſures 
ſhould reduce them to a recognition of the parliamentary 
taxation: what are the advantages which will reſult from 
it? Can it be thought, that mankind can be Dragooned 
into a Convifion of what is right? Will Severities in- 
creaſe their Affections, and make more defirous 'of a con- 
nection with, and a dependance on a mother country? Is 
it not, on the contrary, reaſonable to conclude, that the 
effect will be an encreaſe of jealouſy and diſcontent, that 
they will ſeek all occaſions to Evade laws impoſed upon 
them by Violence; that they will be RESTLESS 


* 
* 
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under the VOK E, and think themſelves happy in an op- 
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portunity of flying to the protection of another power, 
from the ſubjection of a MOT HE R, whom they con» 
_  fider Cruel and Oppreſſive? 45 * 
Sir, I would not be underſtood to deny the Good In- 
tentions of adminiſtration, The Ahilities of the Miniſter 
are, it ſeems, univerſally acknowledged; but I muſt add, 
HUNMANUM EST ERRARE. Though an Ameriean, Sir, I ] 
applaud his Jealouſy for the Dignity and Authority of {1 
Parliament; and I think the Impolicy and Inexpedieney of ] 
the late meaſures may be reaſonably imputed to the diffi. 
culty of the occaſion, and the unſettled and undefined na- 
ture of the dependence of the Colonies on the Mother Coun- 
try: but fince, by ſad experience, they have been found 
totally inadequate ; fince they have widened the breach, 
inſtead of clofing it, diminiſhed the Subjection and Obedi- 
ence of the . Colonie®, inſtead of confirming them ; increa- 
ſed the Turbulence and Oppoſition, inftead of allaying 
them : it may be hoped, that a Differeat Plan of Conduct | 
will be purſued; and that ſome conftitution, ſom Firm and 
Liberal conftitution will be adopted by the wiſdom of this 
Houſe, which may ſecure the Coloniſts in their Liberties, 
whilſt it maintains the Juſt Supremacy of Parliament. 


33 
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The SPEECH ofthe LORD MAYOR WY 
dis Motion on Wedieſday the 22d of February, 
for expunging from the Journals of that Houſe 
the Reſolution of the 17th of Jannary, 1769, 
which declares, ” that JOHN WILKES, Eſq; 
* having been in this. preſent Seſſion of Parli- 
* ament expelled this Houſe; was and is ncas 

pa ble of being, Elected a Member to > ſerve. ig | 

this Parliament. 


2 
Ma. Sit, 


HE Motion, which I mall have the — of ſub⸗ 5 

-mitting to the Houſe, affects in my Opinion the very 

Vitals of this Conſtitution, the great primary Sources 
of * Power of the People, whom we repreſen@ and by 
whoſe Authority only, delegated to us for a "Tine, we are 
a Part of the Legiſlative Body of this Kingdom. The Pro- 
ceedings of the laſt Parliament in the Buſineſs of the Middleſex 
Elections, gave a juſt Alarm to almoſt every Ele&or in the 
Nation. The fatal Precedent then attempted to be eſtabliſhed 
was conſidered as a direct attack on the inalienable Rights of | 
the People: The molt reſpectable Bodies in this Kingdom e | 
preſſed their Abhorrence of the Meaſure. They procee + 
fo far as to Petition the Crown for the Diſſolution of that Pars 
liament, as having been gvilty of a flagrant Abuſe of their 
Truſt. Above 60, oo of our Fellow · Subjects carried their 
Complaints to the Foot of the Throne; a Number ſurely de- 
ſerving the higheſt Regard from a Miniſter, if his whole At- 
tention had not been engrofied by the mall Number of the 
6000, who return the Majority of Members to this Houſe./ 
The People, Sir, were in a Ferment, which has not yet ſubſi - 
ded. Tbey made my Cauſe their own, for they ſaw the 
Powers of Government againſt the Conſtitutiop, which was 
wounded tf rough my Sides, and the envertomed Shafts of a 
wicked Adminiſtration pointed at our Laws and Liberties no 
leſs than at a hated Individual. The Fu Was carried 9 for 

Ig ome 


* 


fome Years with a Spirit of Malevolence and Rancour, which 
would have diſgraced the very wortt, but with a Perſeverance, 
which would have done Honour to the beſt, Cauſe. F do not 
mean, Sir, to go through the Variety of Perſecutions and In- 
juries, which that Perſon ſuffered, I hope with a becomin 
Fortitude. I have forgiven them. All the great Powers of 
the State at one Time appeared combined to pour their 
Vengeance on me. Even Imperial Joue pointed his Thunder- 
bolts, red with uncommon” Wrath, at m devoted Head.' 1 | 
was ſcorched, but not conſumed. The broad Shield of 'the 15 
Law protected me. A generous Public, and my noble Friends, | 
the Freeholders of Middleſex, the ever Ready Friends of Li- 
berty and their Country, poured Balm into my Wounds. They 
are healed. Scarcely a Scar remains; But I feel, I deeply Þ 
feel, the Wounds given to the Conſtitution. They are til 
bleeding; This Houſe only can heal them. They only can 
reſtore the Conſtitution to its former State of Parity, Health, 
and Vigour. May I be permitted to point out the Mode of 
the Cure, and the ſalutary Methods I think vou ought to 
apply ? Before I proceed to the Remedy, I ſhall beg the In- 
dulgence of the Houſe to ſtate the Cafe, and T hope they will. 
| forgive a gry, but candid Narrative of Facts, becauſe 1 mean 
0 argue Fomethem. I will give them as briefly as poſſible, 
and with all the impartiality of a Bye-ftander. TT" 


Mr. Wilkes was firſt elected for the County of Middleſex on 
the 28th of March 1769. He was expelled'the 3d of February 
1769, and the ſecond” Time choſen withaut Oppoſition" the 
r6th Day of the fame Month. On the Day following, that 
Election was vacated, and he was declared by a Majority of 
the Houſe incapable of being elected into that Parliament, 
Notwithſtanding this Reſolution of the Houſe, he was a third * 
Time on the 16th of March elected without Oppoſition, for T _ 
ſuppoſe the ridiculous Attempt of a Mr. Dingſey, who had - 
not a fingle Freeholder to propoſe or vote for him, can hardly 
be called an Oppoſition. That Ele&ion however.was declared 
void the next Day, On the 13th of April Mr. Wilkes was a 
fourth Time elected by a Majority of 1143 Votes againſt Mr. 
 Euttrell, who had only 296. The ſame Day the Houſe voted; 
« that Mr. Luttrell engt to have been returned.“ On the 
29th of April a Petition was preſented to the Houfe from the 
Freeholders of Middleſex by a worthy Baronet *, who is not 
only an Honour to this Houſe, but to human Nature; not- 
withſtanding which, the Hguſe on the 8th of May reſolved, . 
« that Henry Lawes Luttrell, Eſquire, is duly elected a⁵ 
Sir George Savihk. .« Knight 7 


. 


* 5 


- de. 2 
" . | * 
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«+ Kmight of the Shire-to ferve in this preſent Parliament, for. 
% the County of Middleſex.” . 77 Sl 


Sir, to read all the Reſolutions, to which I have alluded. 
1 es 7 9 * in the Memories of Gentlemen. 
only call for that of Feb. 17, 1769, reipecting Incapacity as 
the certain Confequence of Eapalben. n 3 
tie Clerk read bd Raſohntion. . . 3 
Now, Sir, I think it fair to ſtate to the Houſe the whole of 
wat L intend to move in conſequence of the Facts I have, 
ſtated, and the Reſolution juſt read. The firſt Motion Fin-- 
tend is, that the Reſolution of this Houſe of the 17th of- 
«© February 176g, ut John Wilkes, Eſquire, having been, 


is this: Seſſion of Pariiament, erpellid this Houſe, was, and 185: 


* [incapable of being electad a Member to ſerve in this preſent Par-: 
«©. liament,*, be expunged from the Journals of this Houſe, as: 
« being ſubverũ ve of the Rights of the whole Body of Electors : 
„of this Kingdom.“ This I hold of Neceffity to reſtore ibe 
Conſtitution, which that Reſolution tears up by the Roots. 1 
ſhall then, if I ſucceed, if Juſtice and Reverence for the Con- 
ſtitution prevail in this Parliament, proceed to the other Mo- 
tion, “ that all the Declarations, Orders, and Reſolutions ot 
« this Houſe, reſpecting the Election of John Wilkes; Eſquire, 


for the County of Middleſex as a void Election, the due 


& and legal Election of Henry Eawes Luttrell, Eſquire, into 
« the laſt Parliament, for the County of Middleſex, and the: 


Incapacity of John Wilkes, Eſquire; to be elected a Member 


« to ſerve in the ſaid Parliament, be expunged from the Jour- 
4 nals of this Houſe, as being ſubverſive-of the Rights of the: 
4% whole Body of EleQors of this Kingdom | _ .  , 
The Words of the Reſolution of the ryth of February 1769, 

which I mean particularly, to combat, are, ** was and is inca- 
pable, ,and the Explanation of them the, ſame Day in the 


Order for a new Writ, in the Room of John Wilkes, Eſq.. 


who is adjudged. incapable of being elected a Memher to ſerve 


in this preſent Parliament.“ In the firſt Formation of this, 
Government, in the original Settlement of our Conſtitution, 
the People expreſsly reſerved to themſelves a very conſiderable 
Part of the Legiſlative Power, which they conſented to ſhare 
jointly with a King and Houſe of Lords. From the great 
Population of our Ifland this Power could not be exerciſed 
perſonally, and therefore the Many were compelled to wg 2 


x 4 E 9 "4; 
, , : _ * 


Theſe are the leading Facts. I will not trouble the Cietk, 


"accidentally this Morning in the Courſe of my Reading, as an od 
Friend of flies aud Liberty, now alas! loſt to every Senſe of 


t 4 1 


that Power to a Few, who thus became their Deputies and 
Aͤgents only, their Repreſentatives. It follows directly, from 
che very Idea of Choice, that ſuch Choice muſt be free and 
uncontrouled, admitting of no Reſtrictions, but the Law of 
the Land, to which King and Lords are equally ſubject, and 


what muſt ariſe from the Nature of the Trait, A Peer of 
Parliament, for Inſtance, for Inſtance, cannot be elected a 


Member of the Houſe of Commons, becauſe he already forms 
a part of another Branch of the ſame Legiſlative Body. A 


Lunatic has a natural Incapacity. Other Inſtances might be 
mentioned, but thefe two are ' ſufficient: The Freedom of 


Election is then the common Right of the people, their fair and 
juſt Share of Power, and I hold it to be the moſt glori- 


ous Inheritance of every Subject of this Realm, the no- 
pleſt, and IL truſt, the moſt ſolid Part of that beautiful Fa- 


bric, the Engliſh Conſtitution. Here I muſt lean, Sir, on 


the moſt reſpectable Authorities, which can be cited, the Su- 
preme Judicature of the kingdom. and the venerable Judges 


of former Ages, as well as of our own Time. I met then 


Duty to his Country, frequently tells anather Aſſembly, he 
accidentally meets all the tireſome Quotations he makes. The 
"Houſe of Peers, in the Caſe of Amby and White in 1704, 
determined, “a man has a Right to his Freehold by the Com- 


mon Law; and the Law having annexed his Right of 7 | 
to his Frechold, it is of the Nature of his Freehuld, and 


"muſt depend upon it.” On the fame Occaſion likewiſe they 


declared, . it is abſurd to ſay, the Electors Right of chafing 


is founded upon the Law and Cuſtom of Parliament. It is 


an original Right, Part of the Conſtitution of the Kingdom, 
_ 8s much as a Parliament, and from whence the Perſons elected 
$0 ſerve in Parliament do derive their Authority, and can 


have no other but that which is given to them by thoſe that 


have the original Right to chuſe them.“ The greateſt Law / 
Authorities, both antient and modern, agree in Opinion, 
that every Subject of the Realm, not diſqualified by Law, is 
is Eligible of Common Right. Lord Coke, Lord Chief Juf- 


*ice Holt, and Mr“ Juſtice Blackſtone, are the only Authori- 


vercd here only to be reported elſewhere, Theile Men have 


ties I ſhall cite. TI regard not, Sir, the {laviſh courtly Doe-" 
.trines p: opagated, by Lawyers in either Houſe of Parliament, 
"as to the Rights of the Subject, no more than I do as to what: 
they call High Treaſon and Rebellin Such Dotirines ate deli- 


. 7 
E - 
; « 
bo - 


2 
* 
E- 
Af 
- 
p 
* 
1 
« 
- 
«i 


4 
3 
= 


— — .. —— eg 


—— « — 


9 


a 8 1 P N 7 W 
n i «jo Y EAR r 5 oe 
* fv La . . 9 rr. | 


(48) 


*Y their Reward.. But the. venal Tongue of a proſtitute Advo- 
„ cate or Judge is beſt anſwered by the wiſe and ſober. Pen ot 

| the ſame Man, when in a former cool Moment, unheated by 
Party Rage, or Faction, after the. fulleſt Deliberation, he 
£ 57 to the Nation, to the 1 Age and to Poſterity, a 
_ and impartial Detail of their undoubted Rights, and 
wen he laid down in clear and expreſs Terms the plain La“? 
1 of the Land. Lord Coke ſays, * he which is eligible of common 
15 7 « Right, cannot be diſabled by the ſaid Ordinance in Par- 
= ©. liament, unleſs it had been by Act of Parliament.“ Lord : 
* Chief Juſtice Holt declares, The Election of Knights be-. 
[47 * longs to the Freeholders of Counties, and it is an original | 


fr Right, veſted in and inſeparable from the Freehold, and 
201 *© can no more be. ſevered from their Freehold, than their 
* 4% Freehold itſelf can be taken away.” Mr. Juſtice Black- 
ſtone in the firſt Book of his Commentaries has the following 
44 Words. Subject to theſe Reſtrictions and Diſqualification, 
| * every Suhject of the Realm is eligible of 'common Right.” 

his common Right of the Subje#, Sir, was violated by the 
Majority of the laſt: Houſe of Commons, and I affirm, that 
they, and in particular, if I am rightly informed, the Noble 
Lord with the Blue Ribband, committed High Treaſon Þ|Þ 
againſt Magra Charta. This Houſe only, without the In- 
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© . terference of the other Parts of the Legiſlature, took upon 
them to make the Law. They adjudged me incapable: of 
4 being elected a member to ſerve in that Parliament, Top 5 
1 1 qualified by the Law of the Land, and the Noble 
i | ord, declared, if any other Candidate had only ſie 
= Votes, he would ſeat b'm for Middleſex.”+ I repeat it, Sir. 
* this Violence was a direct Infringement of Magna Charta, High 

5 Treaſon againſt the ſacred Charter of cur Liberties. The 

5 Words, to which 1 allude, ooght always to be written in Lete 

* ters of Gold. No Freemen ſhall be diſſeized of his Frechold, 
ip or Liberties, or free Cuſtoms, unleſs by the lawful Judgment 


= of his Peers, or by the Law of the Land.” By the Conduct of 
that Majority, and of the Noble Lord, they aſſumed to them-- 
ſelves the Power of making the Law, and at the ſame Moment 
invaded the Rights of the People, the King and the Lords. 
The two laſt tamely acquieſce in the Exerciſe of a Power, 
which had been in a great Inſtance fatal to their Predeceflor., 


bad put an End toftheir Exiſtence ; but the People, Sir, and in 
3 


4 
4 


particular the ſpirited Freeholders of this County, whole *. = 
Ws Paffon is the Love of Liberty, have not yet forgiven the Attack 
# 5 ÿßVß. 1 
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_ -Iyjaltice,- which may in future Times be cited by ST, 

- Miniſter of the Crown, ought: to be Expunged | from d Jout- 25 
nals of this Houſe. 

I have heard and need of sebst o juſtify the Pw. = 
— of the Majority in the laſt Houſe on 20mMmOns. 1 
Sir, I value very little the Doctrine of Precedents, There is 
-ſcarcely any new Villany under the Sun. A Precedent can nl. 
ver joſtiſy any Action in itfelf wicked; a Robbery for Inſtancde 

en the Heaths of-Hounflow- or Bigſhot, of which there are in- 

— -numerable Precedents. The baſelt Actions may be juſtiſied 4 | 

Precedents, drawn from bad times and bad Men. Lie 
- Queſtion is, Whether his Power is not à direct Uſarpation-'on- - 
the Rights of the People ? I that is proved, Teare not ho long 
che Uſufpation has:continued, hpw often practiſed. It is high. - 
Time to put an End to it. It was the Cafe öf General War- 
rants. One Precedent however; the moſt inſiſted upon, muſt. 
. [take Notice of, becauſe it is faid fully to come up tothe Point. 
but in my Opinion, in almoſtevery Part it proves the ERR, Ft OY 
of what it has been brought to ſapport. I mean the relnarkable | 
-Caſe-of Mr. "Walpole in 1714, a Period in which che rankett - 
Tory Principles were e ebuntenanced more than in any Period f,, 
our Hiſtory prior to 1760. "The Cale has been fo partially- 
-quoted, even by a Perſon whoſe ſole Merit here was an afſu- 
wel Accuracy, which be never poſſeſſed, that T ſhall deſire t 
may be read to the Houſe from our Wr The N . ch 
"March 6. Oxy. BET] 

[The Clerk reads, << Reſolved, That Robert wupole, EH. 
ig been, this Seſſion of Parliament. committed a Priſoner 
40 the Tower of London, and expelled this Houfe for an boy : 
Breach of Hruſt in the Execution! of his Office, and netorious- 
CTorraption,. when Seefetary ar” War, was, and is, incapable-, 5 
of being elected a Member to ferve in the preſent Parliament. 
Now, Sir, I muſt obſerve, that eben that Parliament at an Eta, 
Fo hoſtile to the — not only of England, hut of Europe, 
did not venture to e kin. incapable of being elected a Mem 
ber to ſerve in that Parliament 151 becauſe he Was expeſſed, "0 | 
bat in the body of the Reſolution itſelf they add another Rea, +, 8 
fon} which would be trifling, if one was ſaficient, . and ade- 
quate to the Poiut, „ the high Breach of Truſt in the Execa-_ 
tion of his Office, notorious Corruption, when Secretary at». 
War.“ As Truſtees for the Pablie, they, aſfig bed à Cäuſe, 
which, muſt intereſt every Member of ti Community. IA 

he Cake of Mr. ION late „ hat: 
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Walpole, ordered a new Writ to iſſue. 


Shame has loft it's Bluſt> Mr. Luttrell was for ſome Vears de- 
, £lared ts. 1 County of Middleſex, although a great 


K 


Z John Wales Eſquire, having been in this Seſſion of Pike 
ment, expelled this Houſe, was and is incapable of being elec- 


2 to ſerve in this preſent Parliament ft _ ha- 
ving been expelled, whether juſtly or unjuſtly, is 5 
Reaſas they gave to the Public I ſhall not yet, 5 0 diſmifs 
the Caſe of Mr. Walpole. It will prove another Propoſition, I 
have maintained, the lnjuftice of the late Majority in ſeating 
Mr. Luttrell in this Houſe of Commons hav: expelled Mr. 
47 the ſubſequent 
Election Mr. Walpole was again 1 A Mr. Taylor, 
Who had a Minority of Votes, petitioned, but the Eleckion 
was vacated. Had the Doctrine propagated, by the late Majo- 
Zity, and by the noble Lord in The Blue Ribband, been juſt, 
Mr. Taylor ought to have fat, the Houſe ſhould have reſolved 
He ht to have been turned; and the groſſeſt Injuſtice was 
- aftually done to him. But ven that Parliament, Whoſe Me- 


mory the Nation execrates, dated not proceed to ſuch enor- 


mous Wickedneſs. Is Was reſerved ſor br prefent Era, when N 


Majority of the Freeholders ee and n bu. 


Aud on every public Occaſion. declared ĩt. 


Sir, when the ſtrong Reaſons, on which Ak is 
founded; EY 1 care little about iB recedentz. L recol- 
ect, however, another Inſlance of „ Wollafton, © which 
diretly meets an Objection, which . been much relied 
upon, that Expulſion neceſſarily implies Incapacity. It 
is the laſt I ſball defire the Clerk to read. I wiſh him to turn 
10 the Journals of Feb. 20, 1698. [The Clerk reads, Re- 
_«« ſolved, That Richard Woollaſton, Eſguire, being a Member 
«<< of the Houſe af Commons, and having; ſince been concern- 


IS 


ed, and acted as a Receiveryf the Duties, &c. contrary, d 


+ the AR made in the 5th and 6th of this Majeſty RE c. 


1 be expelled this Houſe? Now, Sir, I defy all the Subtlety of 


the molt expert Court Lawer m_ us, All the Sophiſtry of 
the Bar, to reconcile this caſe with favourite Court Tenet, 
' < that Expulſion implies locapacity,” becauſe the Fact is af- 
© eertained, that a new, Writ did iſſue for the Borough of W hyt- 
Church, and that M-. Wellafton aas re-teFed and fat in the 
Jane Parliament. + Trcapaciiy therefose does not oeceflarly fol; 
lou. Abus. 

Jam ready to admit, that where a At iel Incapacky ex⸗ 
its, all Votes given to a Perſon incapacitated are thrown away. 


eee * Sir, I beg been 


LO 


„ 0 


. Aer chat Ghia. was not the Caſe in the Middleſax: ct 
N Wilkes. was qualifed by the Law. of the Land, and the 
DDR. bart who perfectly underſtood the clear Point of Law, 4 
as well as their own Rights, expreſsly declared in the Petitian 
| preſented on the 2th of April to che Houſe. Tour Petition- 
“ ers beg Leave ta repreſent to this Honourable Mort, R 
dhe 54 Henry Lawes Luttrell had not the Majority of legal 
. 25 Votes at the ald Election, nor did the Aa bo vg Free- 
„ holders, when they voted for John Wilkes, Eſquirs, mean 
„ thereby to throw away their Votes, or to wave their Right 


1 an Of MON 1 
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1 

% of Repreſentation;; nor would they, by any Means, —— ] 

* choſen. to be repreſented by the ſaid Henry Lawes Luttrel 3 

t, 1 Eſquire, Your Petitioners therefore appehend he cannot 3 

1ꝓ́— Or ns | 

AS : ut a manifei Ane iv „„ 

e- 15 of the Frecholders thereof.“ | ; 
9 | This Houle, Sir ». 16: created ; the People, as the other i is , ; 1 , 

nn. "by the King. What Right can the Majority have t0 ſay 20 any } 

* County, City, or Borough, you ſhall not have a | 

at Perſon aur. Repreſentative, only becanſe he is obnanious £0 = 

a, : obey he is qualified . Every. County, City or Boro we "oY 


has, an equal Right with; all other Counties, Citiies and 
Toughs, to it's particular Deputy in the Gzeat Oouneil ofthe 
* Each as diſtinct, 9 — and independent. I do uot 
mean; Sir, now to enter into the Argument, whether it 
». 3 ot to give this Houſe the Power of Expulſon i in G 7 
WY =: nce ifor very Hagrant and infamous Crimes, either com- 
| mitted, or of which the Member may beconvifted, ſubſequent· 
to his Election. That might ſeem an Appeal to the People, 
dhe ſending the Member ba back to his Conſtituents. If however - 
they differ in Opinion from the Houſe, and xe elect him, he 
aught to fit, becauſe he claims his Seat under the ſame Autho- 
9755 each Member holds his, a Delegation from the * | 
The frft Appeal From: the Conſtituents may ſeem, juſt. 8 
Appeal certainly lies to them, and it is by wheir * 


8 3 
* dana d” . 87 9%, 8 11 * LEE : 
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et, . Tien only you are a Houſe of Parliament. Tbey have the 

aſe 7 1 chuſing for themſelyes, not you for bes, 20 
th ir, I Will venture to aſſert, that che Law of the Lad by 7 
the | which all Courts of Judicature ereegually bound, is overturned - 
ol. 4 - by. the Power lately exerciſed by 4 Me jarity of KC Houſe, 448 
9917 The. Right of Election is placed not in you, but in other 5 
ex- | S e ſe of 3 ee wes Predceſor 7M 
1 only robbe ticular Coun it's no riVileges — 
— 3 * changed 12 of a Houle of Commons: 7 The 


"OE er 1 Frecholders : 
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 -Fredhcidew at dle 3 und che Nation; EIS | 
q Action, N poured-their Execrations on the Authors. 


| # But, Sir, if you can expel whom you Pleaſe, an{rcje& thoſe ; 
 diſagreeable to you, the Houſe will be Self-created and . 
q "ext The original Idea of your repreſenting the People 
q : will be 168. "Phe 1 of ſuch a Principle are to che 
7 | higheſt Degreealarming. A more forcible Engine of Defpotiſra . 
cannot be put ĩnto the Hands of any Miniſter.  'T with Gentle- 
men would attend to the plain —— of ſuch Proceed- 
"ings, and confider how they ma ought home to them- | 
elves: | A Member hated 1 by — 
of any Crime, for inſtance, of having written a pretended "WM 
bel. I mention this inſtance as the Crime leaſt likely to be 
committed by moſt of the Members of this Houſe:- No Proof. 
WY 4 whatever is given on Oath before you, becauſe you cannot ad- 
1 miniſter an Oath. The Miniſter invades immediately tke 
" (FH Wo 127 of Junies: Before any Trial, he gets Paper voted à L 
ih bel, and the Member he wiſhes en to be the-Avotho 


7 | Which. Fact you àre not competent to try. Expullis means, . 
$6 © os be 18 pretended, i ucapacigyj. The Member is ahnen 
br. incapable; he cannot be re- elected, and thus is he excluded 


$rom Parliament. A miniſter by fen Mancuvres may garble 5 
2 Hose of Commons till not a fingle Enemy of his own, 

wh Friend of his Connery, is left here, and the Repreſentation I 
b: the People is in a great Degree loſt. Cotruption had not Tent 


1  Defſpotiim Wings to fly ſo higb in the Times of Charles I. or 
mie Miniſter of that Day would have been contended with ex-. 
4 > pelling Hampden and the four other Heroes, becauſe they had 
1 En been adjudged incapable, and he thereby incapa- 
” TCitated them from thwarting arenen the arbitrary Mea- 
* _ Tures of a wicked Court. 

Wi Upon all theſe Confiderationt] hve to Fe the Minds. 
9 8 ; of the People, to reſtore our violated Conſtitution to its original 
Purity, to vindicate che injured Rights of this County in par- 

8  ticolar, and oF all the Electors of this Kingdom, and that not 

il wie leaſt Trace of the Viotence and Injuſtice of the laſt Parlia- 

ö bi ment may difgrace our Records, I humbly move, that the 
ti | Reſolution of this Honfe of the 17th of February 1769, that 


mes expelicd this Houle: was, and is, incapable of beivg - 
ö elefted, a Member to ſerve in this preſent Parliament; be ex- 
pu unged from the Journals of this Houſe, as being ſubverſive of: 
_the: pots of the whole Body ot EleQors of: this owes. 1M 
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